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EDITOR’S CORNER 


The bottom line from the top rope of WME's Empire State Building offices. 


(util 


E\. 


From left to right; Richie Kourbage the Lion Club President, Mike Palmiero the Secretary Treasurer, 
Steve Devitto the Lion Club PR man for Wrestling, and of course "The Unpredictable” Johnny Rodz. 


here's been something 

bothering wrestling fans for a 

long time, the constant inter- 

ference of managers and valets 
in matches where they don’t belong. Over 
the last decade or so the problem has been 
getting out of hand, everytime I turn 
around there seems to be one “up an 
coming” managerial force emerging into 
the limelight. Now there's nothing wrong 
with having a manager at ringside, but 
when you have men like Bobby Heenan, 
Jimmy Hart and J.J. Dillon sticking their 
noses into the ring .. .then you have a 
problem. 

There has been talk about banning 
managers and valets from the ring area 
during the actual match. This won't solve 
the problem, in fact it’s unfair to the 
person being managed. That's right, 
unfair to men like King Kong Bundy, The 
Four Horsemen and the Hart Foundation 
not to have their “brains” there to guide 
them. 

Before you start writing letters 
demanding an explanation, remember 
that not all interfering managers are 
tulebreakers (in the context of not being 
favorites of the fans). Arnold Skaaland in 
particular had interfered on a number of 


occasions on behalf of then WWF World 
Champion Bruno Sammartino. The now 
beloved “Captain” Lou Albano even had 
his share of scraps outside‘the ring while 
walking the straight and narrow path of 
innocence. Face it, without the “Guiding 
Light” of wrestling outside the ring bel- 
lowing his incredible strategical know- 
ledge of the sport, would the Bulldogs 
have become World Champions? Would 
Windham and Rotundo have beaten the 
Shiek and Volkoff to regain their 
Championship straps? 

The matter that needs immediate 
attention is the banning of non-licensed 
individuals from the ring, especially 
during Championship matches. Why was 
George Steele not thrown out of the arena 
after what he did to the "Macho Man” at 
Wrestlemania III? Why was the decision 
left standing an the belt not returned to 
Savage? There was conclusive evidence 
that there was outside interference, but 
with the WWF's double standard it was 
totally ignored. This situation and others 
need to be approached immediately! 


Many organizations come and go, 
everybody wants a piece of the money- 


making machine known as professional 
wrestling. Certain individuals who enter 
the business have one goal and one goal 
only to make as much money in the 
quickest amount of time possible. There's 
nothing wrong with wanting to make 
money or wanting to be wealthy, but 
when a monopoly starts to emerge it's 
getting out of hand. That's why all these 
smaller promotions are being welcomed 
with open arms, bringing the wrestling 
fans variety, a choice of wrestling that 
spans all over the world. At the head of 
the attack is the Lions Club. This world 
wide organization is dedicated to helping 
people & fighting for causes in which they 
believe. The Lions Club rasies money for 
their causes through charity fund raisers, 
organizing special events and most 
recently putting together wrestling 
shows. Working together with the Lions 
Club in their wrestling promotions at the 
head of the new wrestling movement is 
none other than Puerto Rican Superstar 
“The Unpredictable One” Johnny Rodz. 
Johnny has and always will be one of the 
most respected names in all of wrestling, 
and his association with the Lions Club 
can only mean that good things will be 
happening soon. —Steve Pfeffer 
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LETTERS 


To The Editor 


ROCK N’ 
ROLL FANS 
STRIKE 
BACK! 


Iam writing in regards to your October 
1987 issue of W/ME. The article I'm refer- 
ring to is "The Rock n’ Roll Express”: Are 
they good enough to be Champions?” by 
Jim Schuerman. 

First off... How in the world did this 
guy get to be Associate Editor? He doesn't 
write accurately or good! 

Let's get some facts straight, the Rock 
n’ Rollers are definitely Champions. They 
defend their title against top wrestlers. 
Doesn't Mr. Schuerman follow the 
Bashes? They fought the likes of the Mod 
Squad, Arn & Tully, Lex & Ric —I mean 
come on, these are top NWA wrestlers! 

As for Mr Schuerman's opinion of 
Robert Gibson, I again ask you, Doesn't 
he follow anything? What about Robert's 
match against Tully Blanchard a couple of 
months ago? Robert pinned Tully at three 
different times during the match, and of 
course J.J. interfered. In the end the whole 
lot of Horsemen interfered, or Robert 
would be World TV Champion today? 
Robert's dropkick is high and well 
executed, he also has a great leglock 
manuever — which put Jim Cornette out 
for a while . . . if you remember. What 
about the R&R in Starrcade 85° at the 
hands of the Russians. Do you remember 
the beating Robert received? Who walked 
away with the belts? The Rock n’ Roll 
Express! 

Ricky may be one of the smaller 
wrestlers in stature, but he makes up for it 
in ability. These two put everything into it 
In Starrcade 86' they gave Ole & Arn a 
tough time, and wouldn't you deem Ole & 
Arn top wrestlers? 

And what's with the resin on the boots? 
Not once have I ever, at any time seen a 
wrestler complain about burning eyes 
from the double dropkick! Also, I don't 
need binoculars. I sat at ringside twice this 
summer and those bandannas are dry — 
your mysterious droplets of sweat are 
pure and simple bull buddy! I also didn’t 
like some remarks that could be left said 
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Even though losing their World Championship to Arn and Tully, both Ricky 
and Robert are number one with the fans. 


about Adrian Adonis! As for reference to 
Robert's hair, cut such catty remarks, the 
boys are clean cut. Leave remarks about 
Barry out too — he's a wrestler and a good 
one — the lines about him are jabs and I 
feel below a good journalist! 

Finally, before you start about “this was 
written by one of the teenyboppers, I'm 
34 and not fat and dull.” as Ric Flair might 
say! 

Alesia Tate 
Gypsy, WV 


We were very offended by the article in 
the October '87 edition (Are the Rock n’ 
Roll Express good enough to be 
Champs?). Jim Schuermann, in our 
opinion was very unfair to Robert Gibson. 
We don't think they deserve criticism, but 
if they did, it would be on the part of both 
men, not one. They are a team. The team’s 
success does not depend on one man only. 
We have nothing against Ricky, but he’s 
always in the sport-light while Robert is 
in the background. We would appreciate 


Photo by Keith Wilkenson 
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WME’s PHOTO ACTION 
ALBUM was a landmark publica- 
tion presenting the serious wres- 
tling fan with the opportunity to 
own the first publication dedicated 
to capturing the greatest wrestlers 
in that fleeting moment when 
they’re at their brutal high flying 


WME’s PHOTO ACTION 
ALBUM 2. The second volume of 
what is destined to be a classic ser- 
ies of wrestling publications. 
Another thrilled packed action 
photo album of the greatest stars of 
the squared circle in all their brutal 
glory. Many of your favorite stars 
are depicted on every page. 


HEROES 
AND 


HEROES AND VILLAINS is 
WME’s way of presenting our 
readers with a magazine strung 
cover to cover with close-up por- 
traits of some of the most popular 
stars of the Squared Circle, along 
with some of the most despised, all 
neatly cropped on our trademark 
high gloss paper and suitable for 
framing. Don’t be the last one on 
your block to have these great pic- 
tures hanging on your wall! 
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Pumpkin Press Inc. 350 5th Ave. Suite 8216 


Send check or money order 
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VOLUME 1 


Now for the first time ever you 
can be the proud owner of Wres- 
tling’s MAIN EVENT’s CHAM- 
PIONS,. WME’s official book of 
pro wrestling’s greatest title holders. 
Champions past and present are 
presented in all their glory and 
present are presented in all their 


glory. 


0 Champions $4.00 per copy + $1.00 postage and handling charge per copy 
D Action Album 1 $4.00 per copy + $1.00 postage and handling charge per copy 
0 Action Album 3 $4.00 per copy + $1.00 postage and handling charge per copy 
CO Caps $4.95 each + $1.00 postage and handling charge for each hat 

New York State residents add 8'4% sales tax for each item ordered 


Foreign residents add $1.00 for each item for boat mail and $2.00 each item for air mail. 
Allow 4 weeks for delivery. Canadian orders must be in U.S. currency 
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ACTION ALBUM III 


WME’s PHOTO ACTION ALBUM 
III is the third in the trilogy of these 
exciting pictoral publications. As 
in albums one and two, this maga- 
zine concentrates on capturing the 
leading mat-stars of today in the 
act of mortal combat, and our top- 
notch photography is high-lighted 
by our bold full-page format. 


HATS OFF 


Try on our colorful red and blue 
WME hat and show the world 
who’s the “#1 magazine for Mat 
Fans Today!” One size fits all. 


BUCKLE UP 


Feel like a champion when you're 
wearing a heavy duty WME belt 
buckle, featuring two 3-D grapplers 
molded in high quality brass tone 
metal. 


Zip 


TOTAL 
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the next time you do an article on them, it 
is written by someone unbiased, 

Penny Elkins 

Tinna Collins 

Morrisuale, WU 


I did not appreciate the nasty article about 
the Rock o° Roll Express in your October 
issue, “The Rock n' Roll Express, Are they 
good enough to be Champions?" Well, 
they are apparently good enough or they 
wouldn't be the Champs for the 4th time, 
right? In the article you called Ricky & 
Robert punks & wimps, well noc in chose 
exact words, but that’s what you implied. 
I'd like for you to know that if | ever ger 
my hands on the writer of that article, | 
will kill him!! 

A very ungry R&R fan 


Lean't take this anymore, I've had icup the 
here — with Schuermann! | mean, he can 
rink on anyone he damn well pleases but, 
tike it from a true wrestling fan, Robert 
isn’t, | repeat is nota poodle! The Rock n’ 
Roll Express don't suck, they don't break 
rules either. And if you have to say some: 
thing, gee the correce info. please. Also, 
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keep the kind of music someone likes out 
of this! Whae do you mean their boors and 
bandanas are controversial enough to 
launch an investigation of the Post- 
scientific Institute?!?! They're just wres- 
tling boots! Different people have dif- 
ferent opinions about things like rock n’ 
roll music. Personally my kind of music is 
Twisted Sister and yes, Don Jovi! So shut 
your @'%¢*'%# mouth! Rick Rude lefr 
the NWA because he knew the real R&R 
were better chan him and the "Ragin’ 
Bull” (?) and he couldn't stand being a 
loser 

Shepherd A. 

Bothell, WA 


A MACHO 
SELL OUT 


lam a big fan of Randy “Macho Man” 
Savage. Lam appalled that he would sell 
himself out for the ways of Hulk Hogan 
and other fin favorites. He should be and 
could be the World's Heavyweighe 
Champion, but since fan favorites don’t 
wrestle Other fan favorites in the WWE, 
now, he will never get the chance te be all 
that he should be. Randy, get out of the 


WWF, go to the NWA where wimp 
Garvin is champ. Do all wrestling fans a 
favor, take che ten pounds of gold away 
from Garvin, 


Ivan Kaminsky 
Chicago, II. 
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less grudge match as blonde and Op s Ss THE BLACK WIDOW mixed pro-wrestling contest with the contestants 
busted Sarah faces dark and lithe Donna, = T- HIRT TUSSLES One of our own London gals takes on the > 400 Ibs. — so what does the match add 
each girl out to beat the other, Sarah may Take a petite demure babe like Sarah-blonde might and menace of the U.S.A. The masked, up to? It adds up to Suspense! Excitment! A tough 
be little but she is also lethal. Confidence and e's it her against a tall dark skinned mysterious, mean and moody Black Widow bitch/outch battlin'bout where ‘Super’ Sandy Scott 
can be deceiving, but seeing is beleiving sultry lady like Jakie then sit back and enjoy. gives no quarter for the members of her own represents Bonnie Scotland against the pioneer 
as busty Sarah takes on sexy Donna in A wild melee breaks oul in which T-shirts are sex, Although we all speak the same language _ spirit of wild frontiers and even wilder women...aw- 
this catfighting classic. Painful choking ripped to shreds and these girls eg boey! into on both sides of the pond this Black Widow © some Black Widow from the U.S.A. An exclusive 
action you won't want to miss, One of each other in a topless match with chest grab- does not heed the public warnings of the re- _live event that made for an electrifying afternoon 
the very best-test us, bing, hair pulling action feree, combat! 
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This three battle tape features three exotic 
melees in a California hot tub, First two women 
in a Violent battle of arm nelsons and chokes 
Second a volleyball game ending when the 
dominant winner smashes the spent loser's 
head against the sandy beach & straddles the 
poor girl into an emotion-filled loss. Last, two 
*« londes strip the dark beauty and throw the 

outmanned girl into the hot tub & work her 
over with chokes, dunks and tit mashes. 60 
mins. SV29 $69.95 
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FIGHTING GALS MONTHLY #20 

This issue compares female fighting in the U.S. and 
Britain. Who has the more impressive wrestlers in real 
competition? Which country demands to see violent 
knockouts? Also an in-depth feature on the true pioneer 
of wrestling Sue Brittain. Sue held the ladies title till 
1981 when she decided to retire but these all-out action 
photos show why the “Champion of Champions” is sadly 
missed but never forgotten, Finally we have 2 erotic 
apartment house catfights. Featuring two beautiful girls 
in high heels & miniskirts. FG@M20 $7.50 
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A young but inspired wrestler (Julie Fielding) thought 
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and weight advantage, but can she overcome the vast SS See 
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es folks, I called Ox Baker 
in the middle of the night 
like he always does me. The 
phone rang once...twice..three 
times before an answer came; “What the 
hell do you want!” Ox yelled over the line, 
“my pillow just got me warm all over, I've 
had a cold for two weeks, I finally get 
some rest and then the blasted phone 
rings!” Secretly getting a nice laugh out of 
the whole situation I got to the point, “All 
the fans out there want to know why Ox 
Baker and Bruiser Brody don't team up 
and come to New York? Why haven't the 
two of you teamed up lately? Is there 
something wrong with your friendship?” 

There was a quick response, “Bruiser 
and | are friends and we know we would 
work great together, but there's just one 
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THE HEART PUNCH 


A no holds barred look at Professional Wrestling, 


straight from the heart! 


By STEVE PFEFFER 
reporting for 
OX BAKER 


Ox thinks Ee the WWE is full of wimps and want’s to go in SF clean Yoo ‘tack e as "Bloor Steve Pfeffer called 
him in the middle of the night to get the complete story. 


thing holding us back. One point that 
Bruiser won't ever tell you, unlike me, he 
doesn't like to talk to people; says they ask 
him too many dumb questions. Me and 
Bruiser are the same on one point, we 
would never lower ourselves to call up 
Vince McMahon and ask to get into the 
WWF. They would have to call us! And 
Steve believe me, when they the fans start 
catching onto the little stunt Vince pulls 
they'll be dying to get some real tough 
blood their way.” 

Puzzled over what Ox was getting at, I 
paused a second but then caught on, “You 
mean all the bullbleep he tries to make the 
fans swallow. All the things he tries to 
hide from his audience thinking they're 
too dumb to know any better.” 

“That's it. All che phonies he brings in- 


to his Organization. All the wrestlers he 
tries to capitalize on, screwing over all the 
boys that work for him.” A little calmer 
now that he was almost fully awake, he 
started to pull his thoughts together. 

"So Steve, tell all your fans to write in 
asking what they think. Should Ox and 
Bruiser Brody get together to stampede 
the East Coast?” 

“Wait a minute! We have enough 
letters to handle as it is, I'm not gonna get 
tied down with another poll!” I was about 
to cut this conversation short when the 
Ox broke in, “Alright, alright, don’t tell 
them to write in. But the world is waiting 
for this to happen, the WWF will be 
toughened up. Get all those wimps out of 
the Federation!"- WHAM!!! Can your 
heart stand it!!!??? m 
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Digger will be back 

next month with his 

(onl o)e-lare Mme) i 

KelUlgat-icyaammant=-laliaali(s 
Wrestling’s Main Event 
is proud to present 
the “Total Package” 
Lex Luger. 
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Please check desired tape(s). 


VOLUME 1 “Cowboy” Bob Orton punishes anyone who dares to challenge him. 

Also wrestling are Rick McCord, The Assassins, Vinnie Valentino, Dick Slater, 
John Bonello and more. 

VOLUME 2 Greg “The Hammer” Valentine slams, whacks and pounds on Brett 

Hart. Also wrestling are Mark and Jay Youngblood, Ninja, Magic Dragon, Kelli 
Kiniski, “Cowboy” Bob Orton, Dick Slater, Rick McCord, Jack and Jerry Briscoe and 


| more. 
START- T0-FINISH T i VOLUME 3 Ricky Steamboat demonstrates all of his dynamic energy as he applies 


the punishing science of wrestling. Also wrestling are The Great Kabuki, Dorey 
Funk Jr., Jake “The Snake” Roberts, Jay Youngblood, Golden Boy Grey, Bugsy McGraw, 


; ; 2 Tom Lenz, Jack and Jerry Briscoe, Rick McCord and more. 
Now yOU Cart get ringside seats to your a VOLUME 4 “Rowdy” Roddy Piper at his rowdiest, Also wrestling are Chavo 


favorite battles of the brawlers doing Guerro, Ben Alexander, Ricky S , ick S 
erro, er, y Steamboat, Jay Youngblood, Tom Lenz, Dick Slater, 
their best to crush, flip, rumble, twist | Wahoo McDaniel, Kelli Kiniski, The Great Kabuki, Greg “The Hammer” Valentine, John ORDER ANY 3 TAPES 
. . Bonello and more. 
and wham their opponents into the mat if VOLUME 5 Featuring NWA Champ Rie Flair at his best. Also wrestling are AND RECEIVE THIS 
for the count, all in the comfort and Brickhouse Jones, Kelli Kiniski, Golden Boy Grey, Tom Lenz, “Cowboy” Bob 
privacy of your own home. Build your E Orton, Mark Lewin, Kevin Sullivan, Vinnie Valentino, The Assassins, Rick McCord, MADISON SQUARE 


iS y < Rufus “Freight Train” Jones, Bugsy McGraw, Baron Von Reski, John Bonello and more. 
own wrestling library of favorite stars VOLUME 6 A tag team feast featuring The Assassins as they use their destructive GARDENS TAPE FREE! 
and events with these quality a forces in an attempt to annihiliate their opponents. Also wrestling are John 
° ° ello, Mark Lewin, “evin Sullivan, Chavo G , Wa N iel, z, Rick ‘ 
VHS tapes each in their FE ee ae, Re tome naree Mahe Neenah, Teele RS! Waren the pawerful Antonind 
own colorful, VOLUME 7 Love him or hate him, Wahoo McDaniel uses his experience as a Rocca and some of the greatest 
clearly-marked, linebacker to pound away on his opponents until the final count ends the bout. wrestlers of all times. Rocca 


Also wrestling are Ric Flair, Golden Boy Grey, The Assassins, Magic Dragon, Rufus . * . 
“Freight Train" Jones, Mark and Jay Youngblood, Kelli Kiniski and more. slaughters his opponents with his 


protective sleeve. f : : 
VOLUME 8 See why Mike Rotundo and his partner have repeatedly defeated the amazing flying drop-kick. 


Each tape has 


arch villains of wrestling, Also wrestling are The Assassins, John Bonello, Chavo Please rush me 
unforgettable Guerro, Magic Dragon, Greg “The Hammer” Valentine, Rufus “Freight Train” Jones, ene Sid 99 each $ 
matches selected Kelli Kiniski, Ben Alexander, Mike and Jay Youngblood, Ricky Steamboat, Tom Lenz, oo sa ‘ 
regardless of their the Terrible Link and more, Minnesota Residents add 
§ = 1es a VOLUME 9 The powerful Rock'n'Roll Express tag team runs full speed ahead into 6% Sales Tax 
affiliation. Only the best, power-packed r the team of Jake “The Snake" Roberts and The Barbarian. An incredible match — Add $3.00 handling 3.00 
matches were chosen for hours of Tat nee Ais fares acreaiing, charge per order a 
. ‘ VOLUME 10 Ric Flair vs. Butch Reed. Can Flair handle the heavy hitting Reed? . 
excitement at your convenience, This is a crazed match that takes a different course and leaves the winner angry. TOTAL DUE: — 
Backed with the Congress Golden i This is super star wrestling! Ae (JCheck [2] Money Order 
j j _ VOLUME 11 Two heated and furious matches. Kamala takes on Butch Reed while a 
Guarante € for your satisfaction. Non fi] Chavo Guerro takes on Steve Keirn of the Fabulous Ones. What will Guerro do MasterCard # 
stop variety and excitement on 18 with the can of paint? Non-stop action from start to finish. Visa # 
volumes of star-studded tapes, so let il VOLUME 12 An explosive tag team free for all between the Fabulous Ones and the 
the fi begin! \ Guerros. They brawl in and out of the ring, chairs fly and blood spills. High energy Exp. Date 
e ghts egin: action from start to finish. Signature 


VOLUME 13 Mad Dog Buzz Sawyer in a chain match against Hacksaw Duggan. 

This one is wild and vicious. The unpredictable Dick Slater hooks up with Jake Name 
“The Snake" Roberts in a supercharged match thal keeps the crowd screaming and 
guessing. Address 

VOLUME 14 Ted DiBiase and Bob Sweetan get it on as soon as the introductions City 

are done. In and out of the ring it is war as chairs become weapons. Isn't Adrian ity 
sweet? Don't let the pig-tails, nylons and make-up fool you. Terry Taylor isn't fooled as State Zip 
these two show you what wrestling is all about. 

VOLUME 15 Kamala The Ugandan Giant stomps on Hacksaw Duggan but that is Telephone (_____) 

not the end of this mateh! The Bruise Brothers and the Sheepherders hook up ina 


= 


tag war. Jake “The Snake” Roberts and Humongous let it all out in a cage match, There Mail to: 
is no escape. 
VOLUME 16 Butch Reed and Dick Slater in a non disqualification match that is VA Ll ) E 
bloody, vicious and pure mayhem. Nothing gets in their way, not even the rules! 
VOLUME 17 A tag team madhouse of violence. Jake “The Snake" Roberts and D I R E C i th 
Hacksaw Duggan ys. Nightmare and Humongous in a ferocious battle that erupts 
as each man pulls out every dirty trick in the book in non-stop mayhem. P O. Box 25139 
VOLUME 18 This six man tag team war brings you the ultimate in professional Minneapolis MN 55458 
wrestling. Al Perez, Rick Gibson and Hector Guerro vs. Dr. Death, Eddie Gilbert ” 4 i 
and Nightmare show no mercy in this wild match. Please allow 4-6 weeks delivery. 
1 (800) 356-4372 Jj 
eee (L/P AND MAIL! See eee 


WRESTLING’S ROUND-UP 


A monthly report on all the latest 
happenings in the world of Professional Wrestling . . . 


THE DRAGON’S 
DREAMS 


icky “the Dragon” Steam- 
oat has worked long and 
hard to get where he is 


today. Ricky has beaten the best 
that wrestling has to offer and the ones 
that hadn't fallen to the Steamer's power 
have been left mentally and physically 
exhausted. Finally the moment came, at 
Wrestlemania III Ricky realized a dream 
of a lifetime. Dethroning the champion 
Randy Savage was the greatest triumph 
in his career, even with the help of 
George Steele, the match was a classic. 
Both Randy and Ricky are incredible 
individuals, both men are two of the most 
popular wrestlers ever to put on a pair of 
wrestling boots. Unfortunately, Ricky's 
time in the spotlight was all too short, the 
Honky Tonk Man saw to that. He craved 
revenge. Stating that he will get the title 
back at all costs and dedicating his 
campaign to his newborn baby boy. 

In the few return Championship 
matches that he received, his fire showed 
through. Giving his all in each and every 
match, Ricky was determined to get back 
his self respect. The Honky Tonk Man 
was not even ranked as an contender 
when he dethroned the Dragon on 
nationwide television. Now, slowly, Ricky 
Steamboat is fading out of the picture, and 
don’t be surprised when this issue hits the 


HOTSTUFF INC. 


hat's going on _ here? 

Every time someone chal- 

lenges a Champion to a 

title match, before the 
match occurs the belt in contention is 
stolen. This is an outrage! Now Terry 
Taylor claims to be the unified TV 
Champion without even meeting Nikita 
Koloff in the ring. He has both the UWF 
and the NWA TV belts in his grasp but is 
only recognized as the UWF Champion, 
“l am the only TV Champion! That 
Ruskie is a liar and a cheat, he won his belt 
with a foreign object. The fans and pro- 
moters should be glad that I set the record 
straight, instead of hassling me all the 
time. Hotstuff Inc. is the most dominant 
force in all of wrestling! Ask Eddie what 
happened.” Terry looked over to his 
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Ricky introduces Honky to the turnbuckle. 


stands that he hadn't already left the 
WWE. Randy Savage has taken the fire 
out of the Dragon once again, solidifying 
his position as the number one contender 
for the Intercontinental Championship. 
Randy now has the momentum and the 
determination and, with Hulk Hogan 


 - 


Terry Taylor stole Nikita 5 
Championship belt. 


now fully behind “Macho Madness”, he 
will eventually become the Champion 
again. Ricky, don’t fall into the WWF 
vacuum, head out to a different area 
before you fade away into oblivion like 
past champions Pedro Morales and 
Muraco. 


partner in crime for some quick support, 
“Yes, we are number one in the world. 
The TV title is here to stay! Koloff will 
just have to wait his turn like all the rest to 
get a championship shot. There are many 
challengers lined up in front of us right 
now, so I don't see him getting a shot until 
the 1990's.” 

Nikita thinks otherwise; “Nikita very 
angry over what you did! America sup- 
posed to be fair in treating Champions, 
you stole belt and you will pay! I will get 
my belt back if it the last thing I do! It will 
be the end for Hotstuff Inc. when Nikita 
gets hands on you! Gilbert, you too are on 
Nikita’s list! You will not hold either belt, 
my mission ts clear and with Dusty's help 
the Superpowers will end your career!” 

The unification match will be probably 
occur at Starrcade '87 and with a mad 280 
lb Nikita on their trails don’t expect to see 
Hotstuff Inc. with the titles for long. 


WRESTLING’S ROUND-UP 


A monthly report on all the latest 
happenings in the world of Professional Wrestling . . . 


TED ARCIDI TAKES TEXAS TITLE 


ed Arcidi has long been 

considered just a flash 

in the pan, just a former 

power lifter trying to break into 
the wrestling biz. When he was first intro- 
duced in the WWF by “Rowdy” Roddy 
Piper as an enforcer, the fans immediately 
were in awe of his incredible stature, his 
supposedly superhuman strength, and his 
loud boasting mouth. In his first few 
matches he was not at all impressive, not 
at all as good as the scouting reports said. 
He was slowly going nowhere in the 
WWE hoopla, wrestling second rate 
nobodies and looking extremely clumsy in 
the squared circle. He blundered his way 
into extinction. Finally, after what seemed 


like an eternity, he left the WWF for the 
World Class area. He was determined to 
gain some respect and allied himself with 
the most hated manager in the World 
Class, Percy Pringle. Although some may 
not like the man you have to admit he is 
loaded with experience, he led Rick Rude 
to the World Class title and kept all his 
men in hot contention for every other 
major belt. Rude eventually lost his gold 
because of Pringle’s interfering in a match 
between him and Chris Adams, in fact his 
managerial guidance is only good for get- 
ting you to the top. Pringle has a habit of 
getting too overenthused with his contri- 
butions at ringside, he constantly spells 
the downfall for his men. Right now he 


Ted Arcidi has come into his own in the World Class. 


AND JIMMY HART 


has led Ted Arcidi to the top, gaining hold 
of the Texas Championship. How long he 
will hold it, staying with Pringle, is 
uncertain. Ted now has the ability to go 
out on his own. We here at WME think 
that he should get rid of the clumsy 
Pringle once and for all as he will 
eventually be his downfall. 


PAUL ELLERING 


he fans are letting their 
voices become heard. Both 
Jimmy Hart and Paul Ellering 
are struggling for the number 
one spot in this years poll. The battle ts 
tough and getting down to the wire where 
the deciding factor may be as slim as one 
or two votes. Right now, Paul has the 
advantage, but, Jimmy has come back time 
and time again proving that the fans 
respect his genius. It's no surprise that 
both men are at the top of the managerial 
game, having both been in the business 
for almost the same amount of time and 
having the two top teams under their 
management is proof that they are the 
tops. 


ey s 
Ellering, the man who 1s always 


thinking is at the top of 
the manager’s poll. 
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WRESTLING’S ROUND-UP 


A monthly report on all the latest 
happenings in the world of Professional Wrestling .. . 


e have a new NWA World 
Heavyweight Wrestling 
Champion! “Hands of 
Stone” Ron Garvin de- 
throned “Nature Boy” Ric Flair in a long 
and gruelling Championship match held 
inside a steel cage. The fateful day 
occurred on September 25th at the Joe 
Louis Arena. This was the first NWA 
sanctioned wresting show in over a 
decade in Detroit, Michigan. 11,000 fans 
watched as Ron and Ric climbed into the 
cage to battle for their life in one of the 
toughest matches ever seen in Detroit. 
The “Hands of Stone” clearly controlled 
the whole match as the champ stayed on 
the defensive with his features obscured 
by blood. The end came when Ric 
straddled the top rope and fell to the 
canvas. Ron took advantage of the 
situation, set himself at the top turn- 
buckle and executed a perfect sunset flip 
over Flair and pinned his shoulders to the 
mat for the three count. We here at WME 
congratulate the new champion in his vic- 
tory and wish him the best of luck. . . 

Ron now has to contend with US 
Champ Lex Luger, a foe that never got his 
chance at the gold while being a 
Horseman. Many experts figured that the 
only chance Lex would ever have to 
become Champion is to leave the 
Horsemen, now it seems he can have the 
best of both worlds. . . 

The Western States Championship 
and the UWF World Championship may 
be unified into one Ultimate title. Both 
Barry Windham and Steve “Dr. Death” 
Williams have been signed up as one of 
the feature matches in this years Starrcade 
in Chicago called Chi-town Heat.Think 
about one thing though, whenever a fan 
favorite fights another fan favorite for a 
championship strap, there are always 
serious complications. Most importantly 
one man turning his back on his fans in 
order to put his all into the fight. Both 
Barry and Steve are beloved by the fans, 
but everybody out there might see a 
change in their relationship before the 
match Is over. . . 

"This little boy has a lot of nerve! Inter- 
rupting my interview time to boast about 
his pantywaist partner when the 
Midnight Express are the real concern of 
any true wrestling fan in the world.! They 
don’t want to hear abour little Chris 
Champion coming back, they don’t want 
to hear anything from the New Breed's 
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Lex Luger is now looking for his chance at the NWA World Championship. 


warped little minds!” was an angry Jim 
Cornette’s comments after a serious con- 
frontation atan NWA TV taping. Jimmy 
was being interviewed by Tony Schiavone 
about his US Champions during Sean 
Royal's match. Royal finished up his help- 
less opponent, proceeded to his interview 
time but was rudely interrupted by 
Cornette. Cornette began to hassle Sean 
about taking up the precious airwaves 


we TT 
Ricky Morton has been injured 
again, this time by Arn and Tully. 


with his nonsense and wanted to talk 
more on how the Express were 
dominating the sport. Royal then pro- 
ceeded to drag a helpless Cornette into the 
ring and pummel him senseless. The 
Midnights were in the arena and came to 
the rescue of their manager by jumping 
Sean from behind. This time it was Royal 
being driven into the canvas until some 
wrestlers from the back came in and 
cleared the ring. It looks now as if we have 
a new team the fans have embraced, a 
new team the promoters are keeping 
their eye on and a new team that's going 
to get plenty of shots at the US Tag-Team 
Championship. A team called the New 
Breed. . . 

In case you fans haven't figured it out 
yet, the Fabulous Freebirds have dis- 
banded. Whether this is permanent or 
temporary is not yet known, but Terry 
Gordy is spending all his time in the 
lucrative Japanese circuit while Buddy 
Jack Roberts has moved to the Wild West. 
This leaves lone Freebird Michael Hayes 
on his lonesome teaming with newfound 
partner Gorgeous Jimmy Garvin. This 
leaves them open to go after any and all 
tag - team belts in the NWA, but The 
Sheepherders have been talking about 
ending both their careers, and as every- 
body knows when the Sheepherders 
make threats like that everybody stops 
and takes notice. . . 

Ricky Morton has been hurt again. 


WRESTLING’S ROUND-UP 


A monthly report on all the latest 
happenings in the world of Professional Wrestling .. . 


The Midnight Express and their manager extraordinaire Jim Cornette now have the New Breed on their trail. 


This time before the Championship title 
change between the Rock n’ Rollers and 
Tully and Arn Anderson. Just as Ricky 
and Robert started to head to the ring, 
Anderson and Blanchard attacked them 
from behind. Having Ricky down on the 
floor, Tully started to let him have it with 
a steel chair. The blows were aimed at one 
place, his arm. Morton was brought back 
to the lockerroom where the doctor said 
he won't be able to wrestle that night, 
Robert decided to take on the match all by 
himself.Seeing his partner being totally 
out matched in this two on one situation, 
Ricky decided to jump into the ring and 
help him. For a short while he was 
cleaning house, but his injury got the best 
of him. Double A and Tully took the belts 
that night and fully intended to injure the 
R&R someway to keep them out of the 
title picture. Now it seems that the R&R 
are more determined than ever to win 
back their gold, but, Ricky wrestling with 


a dislocated shoulder is not going to help 
their careers any. As it looks now, the 
Road Warriors have jumped into the pic- 
ture as the new top contenders and are 
going to make one more stab at becoming 
the most dominant force in wrestling. . . 

In the WWF scene, Randy Savage has 
slid into the contenders picture and it 


AWHTA 
The Road Warriors Have moved into 
the number one contenders spot. 


looks as if the Honky Tonk Man may lose 
his title in the very near future. . . 

Slick has acquired a replacement for the 
void left in his stable when the Iron Shiek 
left for the World Class. Boris Zuchov will 
now be teaming up with fellow Russian 
Nikolai Volkoff with their main target 
being Hacksaw Jim Duggan. . . 

The AWA is losing all their talent! 
Former World Champion Nick 
Bockwinkle has left for the WWF, now 
retired, he will be taking over a com- 
mentators position and has already sided 
himself with Bobby “The Brain” Heenan. 
More AWA renegades have left the 
AWA for greener pastures, those being 
Larry Zbyszko and Buddy Landell (who 
left after only one week). . . 

Dirty Dick Slater has entered the AWA 
and it looks as if he's going to fly right up 
to the top of the ladder. . . 

That's it from ringside this month. See 
you at the matches. . .@ 
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VIDEO REVIEWS 


Professional No-Holds-Barred Look at 
Today’s Video Market 


THE WWF BIG EVENT 
Coliseum Video: $39.95 


WRESTLING QUALITY: A 
Paul Orndorff shows how he got to be at 
the top of his sport, the Main Event of 
this card pits Hogan vs Mr. Wonderful. 
Ricky Steamboat is great, Muraco and 
King Tonga is a good match and 
Hercules is devastating. 


PRESENTATION OF WRESTLING 
& NON-WRESTLING 
MATERIAL; B 
The interviews were taken outside 
before or after each match. Nothing 

extravagant. 


TAPE QUALITY (INCLUDING 
CUTS AND COMPLETE 
MATCHES): A 
Uncut. The best way to present a 

wrestling card of this magnitude. 


TOTAL GRADE: A- 
On the whole, a very good presen- 
tation. The Hogan match does slow 
down a bit, but Paul is there to liven up 
the action. 
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WWF’S TNT SHOW 
Coliseum Video: $59.95 


WRESTLING QUALITY: - 
This catagory would be unfair to grade. 
Considering there is no wrestling 
anywhere on the tape we have decided 


to just exclude this section from the 
Total Grade. 


PRESENTATION OF WRESTLING 


& NON-WRESTLING 
MATERIAL; B- 

Here we go! Into the world of the 
rediculous and insane! Only kidding. 
Truthfully this tape wasn't as bad as 1 
thought, sure, there are scenes that are 
insulting to pro-wrestling and wrestlers 
in general but all of it should be taken 
with a grain of salt. 


TAPE QUALITY (INCLUDING 
CUTS AND COMPLETE 
MATCHES): A 
Cleanly cut from one scene to another. 
Coliseum does an excellent job all the 
time, there's never any doubt that their 

tapes will be professional. 


TOTAL GRADE: B- 
Make sure you leave your mind on 
hold when watching this tape. Don’t 
take it to seriously because if you do, 
you might start hating the WWE, 


WRESTLEMANIA II 
Coliseum Video: $39.95 


WRESTLING QUALITY: B 

This was the worst of the Wrestle- 
manias as far as pure wrestling goes. 
The Boxing match between Mr. T and 
Piper was totally ridiculous and the 
Battle Royal with the Football players 
was just plain stupid. The Hogan steel 
cage match with Bundy shuld have been 
the Hulkster taking on Randy Savage. 
The only redeaming feature on this tape 
was the British Bulldog/Dream Team 
match which was a classic. 


PRESENTATION OF WRESTLING 
& NON-WRESTLING 
MATERIAL: C 
Nothing special with the interviews, 


‘| just some plain old comments on the 


matches. The stars that partictpated 
were too many, they could have done 
without Herb. 


TAPE QUALITY (INCLUDING 
CUTS AND COMPLETE 
MATCHES); B+ 
The matches were ok as far as the way 
they were put together, Coliseum always 
puts together a slick constantly moving 
wave of action. At the beginning of the 
card Ray Charles sings the Star Spangled 
Banner with Hulk Hogan as the “All 
American Hero”, this part was cut from 

the video tape version. 


TOTAL GRADE: B- 
Everybody should see the Tag-Team 
confrontation between the Bulldogs 
and the Dream Team. 


RICKY “THE DRAGON” 
STEAMBOAT 
Coliseum Video: $59.95 


WRESTLING QUALITY: A+ 
Ricky Steamboat has been and always 
will be one of the best WRESTLERS in 
the world. His matches portrayed on 
this tape between Brutus Beefcake, 
Davey Boy Smith, The Magnificent 
Muraco and Mr. Fuji are great! 


PRESENTATION OF WRESTLING 


& NON-WRESTLING 
MATERIAL: B 
The video that shows Ricky training in 
some secluded Ninja training camp may 
be alright for little kids, but older fans 
might find it a real insult to their 
intelligence. 


TAPE QUALITY (INCLUDING 
CUTS AND COMPLETE 
MATCHES): A 
Coliseum does a professional jobin their 

editing and compilation of matches. 


TOTAL GRADE: A 
A fine presentation, one worthy of at 
least renting at your video store. If 
your video store does not carry the 
tape, we here at WME fully 


recommend it as a worthy addition to 
your video library. 


EXOTIC WORLD PRO 
WRESTLING 
FROM JAPAN VOL. 1 
Dusty Woods Entertainment: $39.95 


WRESTLING QUALITY: A 
Jimmy Snuka, Don Caras, Tatsumi 
Fujinami, Dick Murdock, Chris Adams, 
Konga the Barbarian and the great 
Antonio Inoki headline this exciting 
tape. Antonio shows why he is to Japan 
what Hogan is to the US. It’s also 
strange to see Snuka as a rulebreaker in 
the land of the Rising Sun. 


PRESENTATION OF WRESTLING 
& NON-WRESTLING 
MATERIAL; A 
The play by play is done by the “voice of 
pro-wrestling” Gordon Solie. Does any 

more need to be said. 


TAPE QUALITY (INCLUDING 
CUTS AND COMPLETE 
MATCHES): B 
Good. The tape is left more or less intact 
except for a few moments when the 
action starts to slow down. if you're not 
watching very carefully the time warps 

will go unnoticed. 


TOTAL GRADE: A- 
As a total package this tape stands on 
it's own. Bringing us Americans a very 
rare look into the quality wrestling 
over in Japan. 


WWF GRUDGE MATCHES 
Coliseum Video: $59.95 


WRESTLING QUALITY: B 
Again they showed the Hogan and Mr. 
T vs. Piper and Orndorff from Wrestle- 
maina, they could have used a different 
match to open up the tape. Hogan vs. 
Muraco is the best match along with 
Tito Santana winning the Inter- 
continental belt from Greg Valentine in 
a steel cage. 


PRESENTATION OF WRESTLING 
& NON-WRESTLING 
MATERIAL: B 
Nothing special as far as this goes, it’s 
the same old commentary that you've 
heard a thousand times. Their is a bright 
spot though, that being Jesse the Body’s 

comments. 


TAPE QUALITY (INCLUDING 
CUTS AND COMPLETE 
MATCHES): B 
Same as the other Coliseum tapes, very 
good production. Not too many cuts, 
most of the matches are left more or less 

complete. 


TOTAL GRADE: B 
The main event at the original Wrestle- 
mania is overplayed, but the match 
between Muraco and Hogan is worth 
checking out. 
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STRIKEFORCE 


TAKES OVER 


THE WWF 


Rick Martel was left without a partner. Tom Zenk just quit without Saying a word, nobody knows why 
and nobody knows where he is. Enter Tito Santana. . just as Martel needed an allie to watch his back 
so did Tito. Together they form what many have been calling the Can/Am Connection II, but they just 


ate last year, a new tag team 
arrived on the scene. The Can- 
Am Connection, comprised of 
Canadian Rick Martel and 
American Tom Zenk. With their catchy 
name, good looks and talent, the two 
immediately became big fan favorites. 

Naturally, the WWE, a firm believer in 
the eleventh commandment, “Thou Shalt 
Have No Other League Before Me.”, 
made no mention of their pasts. Nothing 
was said about Martel being a former 
AWA Heavyweight Champion or Zenk 
having been an up and comer in several 
other leagues. Even Martel's previous 
WWF life was passed over quickly. 
Apparently, the fans were supposed to 
think the two just dropped out of the sky, 
fully grown, wearing those designer 
trunks and boots and just jumped into the 
ring. 

After a few television appearances, 
they made their Madison Square Garden 
debut against the former champions, 
Valentine and Beefcake, who had to use 
all their weapons, both legal and illegal, to 
defeat them. It was a loss, but one that 
gave them credentials. On a roll and top 
contenders in an unbelievably short 
period of time, they faced the current 
champions, Bret Hart and Jim Neidhart. 
And what an incredibly exciting series of 
matches they had, Long, bloody last-on- 
the-card, sent-the-fans-home-fired-up 
encounters which always ended with Hart 
and Neidhart (whether they won or lost,) 
still, somehow the champions. 

Unfortunately, after a few more 
showings, both on TV and in the arenas, 
against opponents of diminishing stature, 
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hike to be called Strikeforce. 


By EDWARD POWERS 


FOOT PI LIE LE ST, a Pe 
the Cam-Am Connection was beginning 


to look like the new Killer Bees. 

Then, in June, they returned to the 
Garden. Theirs was the first bout of the 
evening vs The Shadows. Joining Gorilla 
Monsoon and Lord Alfred Hayes at ring- 
side for color commentary was Bobby 
Heenan. The match was hard fought and 
almost went to the time limit before it 
ended with one of Martel’s trademarks 
flying leaps and the pinning of Shadow 
#2. It was then that Heenan, the self- 
promoter, the man who's always looking 
for an angle, jumped up, grabbed a mike at 
ringside and began to taunt them. Martel 
& Zenk were lucky, they were nobodies 
who wouldn't have won if they'd been 
facing some real competition, for 
example, his Islanders. Understandably, 
neither Martel nor Zenk could stand for 
that. Nobody wants to be insulted publicly 
or privately by a..a weasel. Where were his 
Islanders? If they were so great, why 
didn't they come out and speak for 
themselves? 

In one of the phoniest set-ups ever 
seen, Heenan then faced the dressing 
room and asked if someone would send 
out his men. The words were barely out of 
his mouth, before Haku & Tama came 
charging out to the ring area and had to be 
physically kept out of the ring. Insults and 
challenges were hurled back and forth and 
the feud was on. Before the evening was 
over, it was announced the match was 
signed and sealed for the next month's 
card. 

In the weeks that followed, both teams 


filmed interviews for television and told 
the world how they were going to 
annihilate the other, But a week, a mere 
seven days, before the scheduled show- 
down, the bomb was dropped. Zenk quit. 
Whether he left voluntarily or was, for 
some unknown reason, fired, we will pro- 
bably never know. The WWE keeps its 
secrets better than the CIA or the FBI. In 
any event, he was gone and completely 
out of the picture. 

Martel, visibly shocked, courageously 
announced he was no quitter, and would 
go on alone, taking on The Islanders, one 
on one, in turn. The only problem was, no 
one sat the Islanders down and explained 
that one On one meant one at a time. In 
the first match, when things began to look 
bad for Tama, Haku, at ringside, inter- 
fered and Martel won by disqualification. 
Then, a curious and totally unexpected 
thing happened. During a television 
taping while Martel was being attacked 
and beaten down to the mat by both Tama 
and Haku, who should come charging into 
the ring, in his street clothes, and rescue 
him? None other than Tito Santana, who 
was doing color commentary for the 
Spanish TV network at the time, and 
knows, firsthand all abour sneak attacks. 

Afterwards, back in the dressing room, 
Martel thanked him and they sat down 
and talked. Santana had been with the 
WWF since his rookie debut, a total of 
well over ten years. He'd been the Inter- 
Continental Champion and prior to thar, 
the co-holder of the Tag Team 
championship with Ivan Putski. 

Lately however, his career seemed to 
have bottomed out. He wrestled with the 
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Santana and Martel work well together, 

they move like a well oiled machine. Together they 
hope to get by the Islanders as fast as posstble and 
on to the World Championship. 


Ne i ee ed tee alia 
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same intensity and fire, but the matches 
he'd been given seemed designed to 
promote his opponents careers, not his. 
Santana was stagnating while Martel was 
alone. They needed each other and 
decided right there, on the spot, to team 
up. By the time Craig DeGeorge came 
back to interview them, they'd even come 
up with a name for themselves. The Can- 
Am Connection was dead. Long live 
Strike Force. 

Shortly thereafter, the new team was 
announced and the first time they saw 
them, the fans went crazy. This was a 
pairing made in heaven. Martel and 
Santana look good together and work well 
together. They already have the 
appearance of a team formed not recently, 
but years ago. Everything is there, the 
timing, the instinct, the knowledge and 
the drive. They can’t help but be 


- successful. 


The question now is, where are Hart 


' and Neidhart? In the last few months, 
except for a few television appearances 


“Their days in the sun 
are clearly numbered. 
They can run but they 
can’t hide.” 
ee 


against mostly unknowns and a Saturday 
Nite’s Main Event bout against the-not- 
quite-ready-yet Paul Roma and Jim 
Powers, they've been the invisible Tag 
Team champions. Have they been 
wrestling out of town, or just running 
from the inevitable confrontation? No 
matter, their days in the sun are clearly 
numbered. They can run, but they can’t 
hide. 

For now, of course, Martel and 
Santana's main objective is the complete 


___ destruction of The Islanders. Once that is 


The Islanders are a vicious tag-team, but Rick and Tito are ready for them. 
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accomplished, and it will be, they will 
focus their full attention on the title 
holders, who will have no way out. They 
will have to surface and they will have to 
face Santana & Martel. The fans will 
demand it, then the WWF will and then, 
it will all be over but the shouting. 

Strike Force, a tag team made up of not 
one, but two dynamic hard working ring 
veterans, both of whom is carrying his 
weight, will not be denied, not for long. 
Once they get the chance, it’s only a 
matter of time before they take the titles 
and the belts and when they do, they are 
going to be one of the most popular Tag 
Team champions in WWF history. 

Bravo! Monsieur Martel. Arriba! Senor 
Santana. Go for the gold. It’s yours for the 
taking. @ 


As a rulebreaker, Randy “Macho Man” Savage has been one of the most popular wrestlers to ever 
enter the WWF. Hulk Hogan is probably the most popular wrestler of all times. Macho Madness and 
Hulkamania have been the two most powerful forces of fandom in the WWF. Now, these two forces 
will be working with each other, instead of against each other, due to the Honky Tonk Man and the 

Hart Foundation. 


HULK-A-MANIA MEETS 
MACHO MADNESS! 


THE MEETING OF THE TWO 
BIGGEST FORCES IN WRESTLING. 


By STEVE PFEFFER 


t was the meeting of the two 

biggest forces in wrestling. Hulk 

Hogan has combined forces with 

Randy Savage and the fans love it. 
These two men have been at the forefront 
of the wrestling movement for the last 
few years and their alliance can only mean 
less sleep for the rulebreaker combina- 
tions inhabiting the WWF lineup. 

Randy “Macho Man” Savage has been 
one of the most popular wrestlers to ever 
enter the World Wrestling Federation, 
even being a rulebreaker didn’t stop the 
fans from cheering. This made experts in 
the sport confused and enhanced the 
feeling that the fans are very touchy over 
what they pay money to see in the squared 
circle. Randy Savage, unknowingly, filled 
a void left by another wild and talented 
fan favorite named Jimmy “Superfly” 
Snuka. Snuka started out much like the 
“Macho Man”, as a terrible unrelenting 
heel that captured the imagination of the 
crowd. And, like the Macho one, it took a 
terrible attack on his pride, in the form of 
a backstabbing by Ray Stevens and Lou 
Albano, to change his loyalites. In 
Savage's case, it was the unrelenting abuse 
from the Honky Tonk Man, insulting him | 
and demeaning his talent. A slightly dif- 
ferent approach, but with the same 
outcome. 

“Macho Madness has come full circle, 
yea! The Honky Tonk phony will feel the ‘ 
wrath I have to bring, Oh yea! Mr. : 
reporter, Mr. reporter have you ever seen 
me so worked up about something 
before? No! I didn’t think so. Yea! With 
Hulk Hogan in my corner we're gonna 
make every prissy sissy challenger eat 
their words, yea! The Macho Madness has 
come full circle and met with 
Hulkamania!”, Savage ranted before a . . 
recent bout. He ran to the ring like a man The elegant “Macho Man” has combined with the exitable 


possessed and destroyed his opponent in WWF World Champ. 
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less than three minutes in a prelim bout 
for television. Savage has come full circle 
and now he has the chance to immortalize 
himself the way that Hogan did. If some 
of you have been living in a cave for the 
past few years and haven't heard anything 
about how Hogan started out, he started 
out as a rulebreaker under the manage- 
ment of "Classie” Freddie Blassie and was 
the most hated wrestler in the world. 
After his stint in the WWF he headed for 
Japan to tour, filmed Rocky III with Sly 
Stallone and then came back to the States 
with a small fan following, Due to a 
booking mixup in the AWA, Hogan was 
matched up with several other rule- 
breakers. Choosing the best of two evils, 
the fans sided with Hulk. Hulkamania 
was born! Vince McMahon capitalized on 
Hogan's growing popularity and gave 
him free run to come back to the World 
Wrestling Federation. With Hulkamania 
on his side and, Hogan, being the newly 
crowned Heavyweight champion, Vince's 
empire grew and grew to enormous 
levels. 

Few challengers really pushed the 
WWF Champ to his limit, one being new- 
comer Randy Savage. Savage and Hogan 
had some of the best matches in the his- 
tory of the WWF and alongside the 
Orndorff/Hogan matches they were the 
only title bouts to last more than twenty 
minutes. Hogan didn't fall in those title 
defenses, in fact, Randy helped groom the 
Champ and ready him for a long and 
fruitful reign. When Savage lost the Inter- 
continental Belt to Ricky Steamboat, he 
proceeded to make a formal challenge to 
Hogan, saying how he will take the title in 
his second bid for the gold. Thanks to 
Honky Tonk and his crude comments, we 
may never see another confrontation 
between the Hulkster and the Macho 
Man, as long as either man is in the 
WWE. 

The big moment happened on a taping 
for “Saturday Night's Main Event” where 
Savage was facing the Honky Tonk Man, 
trying to become Intercontinental 
Champion for the second time. Savage 
was controlling most of the match, 
handing out immense punishment to the 
Champion. On several occasions he had 
his opponent pinned for what seemed like 
an eternity, but the ever resourceful 
“Mouth of the South” Jimmy Hart kept 
on interfering. Finally, Randy got fed up 
with Hart's blatant involvement and to 
the fans delight, took care of business. He 
pulled the 130 lb. megamouth into the 
ring, and, with the fans going bonkers, he 
proceeded to rear back and clobber him 
with a big right hand, knocking Hart out 
of the ring. Hart lay outside the ring, 
totally oblivious to the rest of the world. 
In comes the Hart Foundation, and with 
the whole stable, including Honky, Brett 
and Neidhart, they carried their fallen 
comrade from the ring back to the 
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Savage had the Champ 
pinned for the 1..2..3 but 
with the watchful eyes of the 
Harts outside, this was 
not to be. 
aS ee 


dressing room. When the Honky Tonk 
Man came back to the squared circle, 
along with the Hart Foundation, they 
were fit to be tied. Angered over the treat- 
ment of their guiding force, Honky 


charged back into the ring while Brett and 
Jim watched from outside. Savage took 
advantage of his opponents radical state 
of mind and proceeded to pummel him 
into near defeat. Still in complete control 
of the action, Savage had the Champ 
pinned for the 1...2...3 but, with the watch- 
ful eyes of the Harts outside, this was not 
to be. Savage was now the one taking the 
beating as the entire Foundation started 
to humiliate him in front of nation wide 
TV. In what has become his trademark, 
Honky Tonk reared back with his guitar, 
intending to break it over Savage's head. 
Just as he was about to make some 
“beautiful music” Elizabeth jumped in his 


The Hulkster now approves of the Macho Man's tactics in the ring. 


way, saving her man from the heavy 
wooden necklace. I can’t imagine anyone 
raising a hand to sweet Liz, but apparently 
the Champ has no such respect, or morals. 
He pushed her (very roughly) out of the 
way, tearing her dress in the process. She 
then retreated back to the lockerrooms, 
looking for help as the gang then 
demonstrated what kind of damage a 
guitar can do, as it came crashing down on 
Randy's cranium. Luckily, Liz was able to 
bring the Hulkster back from the inner 
workings of the arena to jump into the 
ring and save her Man. With both the 


aed 


Randy was always popular 
with the fans, even when he 
was fighting men like Pedro 
Morales. 


former Intercontinental Champion and 
the current juggernaut, Hogan, cleaning 
house, the Harts made a hasty retreat. 
Former enemies now stood face to face. 
Two men who have met in the ring in 
grudge match after grudge match stood 
facing each other, hesitating to make a 
move. Slowly, Randy extended his hand to 
the blond giant. Hogan looked to the fans 
for some indication of what to do next. 
Should he befriend the man who almost 
ended the career of buddy Ricky 
Steamboat? Should he forgive and forget 
all the bad blood that has gone between 


the two? The final response was YES! To 
the fans unanimous approval, both men 
shook hands and soaked in the crowds 
approval. One question has to now be 
asked, as with so many others before 
Randy “Macho Man” Savage, who finally 
gave into their fans and now follow the 
straight and narrow. Will he lose that cer- 
tain edge, that certain fire he had in his 
eyes when he didn’t care what anybody 
thinks? Only time will tell. In the mean- 
time both men have an incredible force 
backing them up. . .and God help anybody 
who dares challenge them. @ 


RON GARVIN 
DETHRONES RIC FLAIR 
FOR THE NWA 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP! 


THE HUNTER NOW TURNS INTO THE HUNTED 


ife is full of change, and 

nowhere is that truer than in 

the wrestling world. Champions 

come and go, wrestlers leave pro- 
motions for new horizons, managers 
bring new faces into areas and the fans 
loyalty is as certain as which way the 
morning breeze. One thing is certain, 
what goes around comes around and no- 
body knows that better than former 
NWA World Heavyweight Champion 
“Nature Boy” Ric Flair. Being at the top of 
his profession for the good part of six 
years, he has only been dethroned on a 
few occasions by some very lucky 
individuals. Men like Dusty Rhodes, 
Kerry Von Erich, Harley Race and, now, 
Ron Garvin. True, Ron is one of the 
toughest individuals around the sport, 
but, history will repeat itself. The NWA 
title and Ric go hand in hand and he 
seems naked without the ten pounds of 
gold around his waist. 

Alright, enough about Flair, this is an 
article congratulaing the new World 
Heavyweight Champion Ron Garvin. 
Now Ron has been in wrestling for a good 
number of years as one of the most 
respected men in our fine sport and has 
finally gained the recognition he right- 
fully deserves. The place was the Joe Louis 
Arena in Detroit, the match was a steel 
cage championship match between him 
and the “Nature Boy”. Flair was totally on 
the defensive throughout the entire 
match, being bloodied and battered until 
he could hardly even make out the blurred 
shape of his adversary. The fans in 
attendance were expecting another come 
from behind win by the ever resourceful 
Flair, but it was not to be. Call it fate or call 
it determination but the man that walked 
out of the ring with the ultimate prize was 
the big brother of Gorgeous Jimmy. 

A few months earlier, in the same kind 
of match, Jimmy seriously injured his 
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By STEVE PFEFFER 


knee, forcing him to lose the match and 


his chance at the gold. “Don’t think that 
wasn't going through my mind, Jimmy 
fought hard and was on the verge of 
bringing the belt home to the Garvin 
family a little early, but just one small mis- 
take, one little blunder that cost him his 
chance. I told everybody that Space 


"The Hands of Stone” stands ready. 


Mountain was gonna fall and it did. Ir fell 
to the better man! The New World 
Champion! The fans know that I beat him 


knows it too! C'mon Flair you're going to 
get plenty of chances at regaining your 
glory, but first there are other deserving 
men around, men you were avoiding 
when you held this strap. So, you're gonna 
have to wait your turn, in line, just like 
everybody else!” Garvin packed up his 
prize to journey to yet another town and 
another feud. He's just starting to realize 
that along with the money and the 
prestige comes the great responsibilty to 
put his butt on the line at least once every 
thirty days. 

"You're the hunted now, my man. Like 
everybody else that finally gets the 
ultimate, the undisputed rush of adrenalin 
and the experience that everybody wants. 
Everybody is a contender and you're 
gonna have to watch your back twenty 
four hours a day, watch your back from 
friends and enemies alike. The American 
Dream will have the gold and the USS. 
Championship will be mine!! But don't 
forget that the US. title is the number one 
contenders spot for your hide! And any- 
one! I say anyone that is U.S. Champion 
will get a piece of the ultimate experience! 
The ultimate experience that comes only 
when strapping that ten pounds of gold 
around your waist, brother! It’s an experi- 
ence that the Dream will feel again, no 
matter who is in the drivers seat. 
Whether it be a friend or foe. And as one 
“Nature Boy” Ric Flair can justly testify, 
the little old plumber's son from Austin, 
Texas is a hard man to push aside. Just 
watch your back brother, that's all I can 
say!" Former Champ Dusty Rhodes is a 
man of his word and if this match comes 
about it’s going to blow the roof off of any 
arena in the world. 

(continued on page 34) 
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Veteran Ronnie Garvin has finally achieved the ultimate in any wrestler’s career, the NWA World 
Heavyweight Championship. It was a long and grueling road to the title and it will be a long, arduous 


task to keep the “ten pounds of Gold”. Yet, Ronnie Garvin is prepared to defend his new 
Championship against friend and foe alike. For achieving his ultimate goal, WRESTLING’S MAIN 
EVENT presents Ronnie Garvin with its “Wrestler of the Month” award. 


It was only a matter of time before Ric 
got sloppy in defending his Champ- 
tonship night after night agasnst 
Garvin. Ron has once again proven 
he’s one of the best wrestlers in the 
world. : 
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After their steel cage match (where Ric 
strattled himself on the top rope) Garvin 
keeps on going back to the former 


RON GARVIN 


(continued from page 30) 


Don't let anybody try to fool you by 
saying that Flair wasn’t shaken by his loss 
to Garvin. The man was justifiably upset 
with himself for not being up to his usual 
splendor. The match proceeded to be the 
ultimate humiliation for a man of the 
“Nature Boy's” stature as the two gladi- 
ators battered each other from one side of 
the cage to the other. The final crushing 
blow came because Ric could no longer see 
through his mangled features, with his 
face covered totally in a crimson mask of 
his own juices, he misstepped off the top 
of the cage and fell crotch first on the top 
rope, thereby incapacitating himself for a 
few precious seconds. Taking advantage 
of this terrible misfortune, Ronnie turned 
around to face the cringing “King of the 
Mountain” and executed to perfection a 
sunset flip off the top turnbuckle, pinning 
his opponent's shoulders to the mat for 
the three count. Nobody was more in 
shock than Garvin himself. As his hand 
was raised in a sign of victory, he knocked 
himself in the head a few times to make 
sure this wasn’t some sort of cruel dream. 
But, alas, the dream had come true and a 
new Champion had been crowned. One 
man walked away with all his friends, 
finally achieving his ultimate goal. One 
has to wonder what was going through 
Garvin's mind at that moment? Was it 
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Champion’s weak point. 


. a 


the same thoughts that Ric Flair himself 
thought as he had his hand raised and 
became the World Champion for the first 
time? Or was it, “Oh no, now what will I 
do?” Well, if the fans have any say in the 
matter, they will be on a natural high for 
as long as the “Hands Of Stone” keeps the 
World title out of reach of the Horsemen. 
Everybody thinks that one day a man like 
Lex Luger will rise to the pinnacle, this 
might be the break he's been waiting for. 


Ron gets ready to move in for the kill, as the “Nature Boy” cringes in pain. 


In fact, I don’t think that the “Total 
Package” is losing any sleep over his 
buddy Flair’s misfortune. 

Look out Ron Garvin, you have a hard 
task in front of you. With the Horsemen 
and Dusty Rhodes breathing down your 
neck, it’s going to make it that much 
harder to fill the immense shoes you have 
just obtained. From everyone here at 
Wrestling’s Main Event we wish you the 
best of luck. m 


Se 


i* 


THE BEST OF 
THE BLOODIEST 


WARNING!!! IF YOU HAVE A WEAK 
HEART, CAN’T STAND THE SIGHT OF 
BLOOD OR DON’T APPRECIATE THE 
GRUESOME SIDE OF PROFESSIONAL 

WRESTLING WE HERE AT WME ADVISE 
YOU TO SKIP THIS SECTION. ONLY THE 
TOUGH WILL BE ABLE TO 

APPRECIATE IT... 


restling has always been a kind of gladitorial 
sport, with both participants fighting as if 
for their lives. In some cases, with certain 
individuals, it can come down to that sort of 
situation. Men like Bruiser Brody, the Sheepherders, 
George Steele, Stan Hansen, The Road Warriors, Ox 
Baker, David Shultz, Kamala and of course probably the 
most feared of them all..the Man from the Sudan, 
Abdullah the Butcher. The following is a pictorial com- 
posed of some of the most sickening aspects of humanity, 
some of the peritrators as well as the hapless victims. 


JJ. Dillon is teaching Ron Bass a lesson. 


A very bloody Johnny Rodz gets to taste his own 
blood, for a change. 


; Arn Anderson doesn't look this way 
RB ei) ere <a often. He doesn’t like it! 


Ron Bass taking Barry Windham to school in a barbed-wire match. 
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A very bloody Randy Savage was done in by Hulk Hogan in MSG. 


Tony Atlas awaiting doctor in dressing room. 


Abdullah doing what he does best—maiming 
people, this time Valiant. 
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hangs on for dear life. 
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IS SUPERSTAR 
BILLY GRAHAM 


FIGHTING A 
LOSING BATTLE? 


uperstar Billy Graham surely 
ranks as one of the most in- 
fluential and charismatic 
wrestlers of the last two 
decades. Many of today’s celebrated stars, 
from Hogan and Rhodes to Ventura and 
Patera, owe much of their attitude and 
image to the street-smart cool, cut-up 


= 


By CLINTON S. FREEMAN 


physique and flamboyant dress sense the 
Superstar displayed so winningly during 
his 1970's prime. Younger fans today, 
viewing the decrepit Superstar hobbling 
down the aisle, wrinkled flesh sagging 
over middle-aged spread, may not be 
aware of Graham's championship glory 
years. 


| 


Is the Superstar making a mistake participating in a feud 
this late in his career? 


Yet in 1977, Superstar Billy Graham 
spent a year at the top of the WWF, 
soaking up the spotlight and turning back 
top challengers Dusty Rhodes, Peter 
Maivia and Harley Race. Graham was the 
finest rule-breaking champion in WWF 
history, whose colorful, wicked reign set 
the scene for the next six years of Bob 
Backlund’s lowkey scientific excellence. 

Superstar Billy Graham, a body builder 
from Paradise Valley, Arizona, was 
discovered by famous Dr. Jerry Graham in 
a California gym in the late Sixties. 
Graham began in Mike LeBell’s Los 
Angeles-based promotion. Graham's 
cultured bulk, rainbow garb and self- 
confident air attracted much attention on 
the Friday night cards broadcast live from 
the Olympic Auditorium. Graham also 
ripped up Northern California, teaming 
with blonde terror Pat Patterson to lift 
the USS. tag belts from local favorites Ray 
Stevens and Peter Maivia in 1971. 

From the glittery West Coast scene, the 
Superstar set out for the AW A’s Midwest 
proving ground. Graham was universally 
reviled in this land of farmers and country 
folk, a matter not relieved by his choice of 
hated Russian Ivan Koloff as tag team 
partner. The AWA was at this time a hot 
bed of tag action, and Graham and Koloff 
faced off against outstanding combos such 
as Bruiser and Crusher, Ray Stevens and 
Nick Bockwinkel, and the Blackjacks with 
Bobby Heenan. It is fascinating to note 
that partners Koloff and Graham are the 
two men who have separated Bruno 
Sammartino from the WWF belt. 
Perhaps they shared secret strategy in the 
AWA of the early Seventies. 

After stints honing his skills and image 
in the NWA and AWA, Graham 
relocated to the WWF in 1975. There his 
evil ways perennially plagued good guys 
Tony Garea, Pedro Morales, Domenic 
Denucci and Chief Jay Strongbow. By this 
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time, Graham had graduated to singles’ 
action and developed an impressive array 
of finishing moves including an arch back- 
breaker and a smothering bearhug. 
Graham's flashy, rainbow bad guy style 
contrasted sharply with Bruno 
Sammartino’s straight-ahead, honest 
style. Graham demonstrated little respect 
for the Living Legend. After losing to 
Bruno in sundry Texas Death and cage 
battles, Graham at last shocked the 
wrestling world by pinning Bruno at the 
Baltimore Civic Center on April 30, 1977. 
Graham was at the peak of his game 
during those halcyon months of 1977. 
Along with his muscular physique, garish 
vestments and self-adoring world view, 
Graham also boasted the super-intelligent 
Grand Wizard of Wrestling as his 
manager. What a figure this pair cut, the 
Wizard showing out in lilac suit and gold- 
encrusted turban! Superstar Graham 
must be considered one of the most out- 
rageously attired men in ring annals. 
After debuting in the late Sixties with the 
popular tie-dyed hippie tights, Graham 
continued to wear these counter-culture 
threads for at least ten more years. 
Graham also sported delicate tufts of 
white hair on his balding pate, long pork- 
chop sideburns and tight biker bandanas, 
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Graham has had enough of Slick interfering in all of his matches. 


all of which Jesse "The Body” Ventura 
adopted much later. 

In contrast to the cartoon glitz and cele- 
brity pollution of today’s WWE, the late- 
Seventies era of Graham's villainy and 
Backlund’s amateur science looks like 
Nirvana in retrospect. Graham walked 
tall atop the WWF as that rarest 
commodity, a popular rule-breaking 
champion. The Superstar turned back 
imposing challenges from exotic High 
Chief Peter Maivia, masked legend Mil 
Mascaras, Polish strongman Ivan Putski, 
Harley Race, Larry Zybysko, and some 
bloody bullrope showdowns against 
Dusty Rhodes. With the current state of 
WWF affairs, it’s unlikely we'llsee Hogan 
take on good guys like Savage, Patera, 
Steamboat and Orndorff. Graham's title 
reign gave long-overdue title bouts to fan 
favorites, for a change. 

Graham's controversial win over 
Bruno came back to haunt him the next 
year when young Bob Backlund made the 
most of his title shot. On February 20, 
1978, Backlund pinned Graham at 
Madison Square Garden. Although 
Graham's leg was on the rope, the referee 
blew the call, and crowned a new WWF 
kingpin. Graham stewed in this defeat for 
almost five years, but at last returned to 


the WWF in 1982, sporting a new look 
and attitude. Gone were the wisps of 
angel hair, the multi-colored tights, the 
ego-centric, jivey boasts. Graham had 
taken up with Florida ne’er-do-well Kevin 
Sullivan, and journeyed to the Orient in 
search of enlightenment. The Superstar 
now showcased a serious, philosophic 
stance. He wore black kung fu trousers, 
and had shaved his head bald. In place of 
his old sculpted physique was a heavier, 
less buffed frame. Graham had added 
crescent kicks and judo chops to his 
repertoire to make up for missing speed, 
strength and stamina, 

In a shocking fit of jealousy and 
frustration, Graham interrupted a 
Backlund workout and seized the WWF 
belt. Graham smashed the strap he had 
once owned on the arena floor, tearing the 
gold plates from the leather rawhide. Like 
a baby, Graham brayed that if he could not 
have the belt, no one could. All-American 
Backlund, the Jimmy Carter of his day, 
cried openly on nation-wide TV, 
demanding a match against the Superstar. 
The contest at the Garden was lopsided. 
Backlund dashed to the ring, clutching his 
fragmented belt. He pounded Graham 
relentlessly with his weapon, opening up 
deep, wide gashes on his bald scalp. Blood 
streamed down Graham's face and chest 
as the ex-champ swayed, beaten, knocked 
out by his Eighties successor. 

After this humbling defeat, Graham 
ventured South, seeking a peaceful, warm 
home to rest his weary bones. In Florida 
he engaged in full-nelson match-ups 
against common man powerhouse Billy 
Jack. In the Mid-Atlantic promotion, 
Graham linked up with Paul Jones’ army, 
abetting the fascist manager's vendetta 
against Boogie Woogie Man Jimmy 
Valiant. After a sneak attack by Konga the 
Barbarian, Graham turned against evil 
Jones and switched back to his fan favorite 
pose. 

Once again Graham is trying his luck in 
the high-powered WWF. Graham's 
image has revisited the hippie splendor of 
bygone years. Graham's feathered boa 
earrings, tie-dyed threads and cosmic 
philosophy seem current in today's 
nostalgia for psychedelic 1967. Graham, a 
wizened gleam in his eye, is now a 
corpulent teddy bear, adored by all the 
young people at ringside. Robbed of his 
mobility and musculature, Graham is now 
waging the bravest and most futile battle 
of all: the war against time itself. As seen 
on nauseating WWF TV_ updates, 
Graham has entered the Valley of Death, 
undergoing complicated hip replacement 
surgery, an affliction which typically 
besets men in their fifties and sixties. 
Graham has become a familiar sight slow- 
walking the aisle with the aide of crutches 
or cane. Under the tag The Miracle Man, 
Graham has a last chance to receive the 


fans’ adulation and WWF pay checks. 
Body-builder Butch “The Natural” 
Reed, another toned and buffed specimen 
who sold-out a once promising career, has 
chosen to pick on the aging Superstar. At 
one time, Reed, a huge favorite in the 
NWA and UWF, was being touted as the 
first black heavyweight champion. But 
now, with his flaxen curls and cardboard- 
cut out/vacuum salesman manager Slick, 
Reed is little more than an 
embarassment. While Graham was 
always stronger and more talented than 
Reed, time has robbed the Superstar of his 
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“The Natural” Butch Re 


quickness and power. After an uneventful 
posedown ruse, Reed attacked Graham 
and floored the sitting duck. Ringsiders 
feared for Graham's health. 

If Graham is upended by thick Reed 
and his scarecrow-like huckster Slick, how 
would the Miracle Man perform against a 
crafty veteran like Ted DiBiase, or ruth- 
less maniacs One Man Gang or Killer 
Khan? The tie-dyed warrior would 
quickly be wiped out by a capable 
opponent, sliced into brightly-colored 
ribbons. 

As with all great athletes, there comes a 


prove to be too much for the aging Superstar to handle. 


time to hang up one’s tights. Stymied by a 
peroxide pinhead like the Natural, 
Graham's quitting time may have come 
around 1980. Graham remains the 
WWF's top rule-breaking champion, the 
best-dressed, and, along with Buddy 
Rogers, the handsomest. Graham's great- 
ness reached its apogee in 1977 with his 
year at the top. The higher a star climbs, 
the longer its fall. Perhaps an old-age 
retirement home for the handicapped will 
cushion the Superstar's descent. Other- 
wise, Superstar Billy Graham might crash 
land six feet below the earth's surface. 
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The Road Warriors have been denied time and time again at their well deserved shot at the NWA 
World Tag Team Championships. Now, with Tully Blanchard and Arn Anderson holding the valued 
gold straps, Hawk and Animal are demanding the title matches they should have received a long, long 
time ago. If they don’t get title matches soon, The Road Warriors might leave the 


NWA for greener pastures. 
By JIM ARONSON 


TULLY AND ARN ARE THE NEW 
TAG-TEAM CHAMPIONS — THIS IS 
THE ROAD WARRIOR’S LAST 
CHANCE AT GREATNESS 


here are new NWA World 
Tag Team champs: Tully 
Blanchard and Arn Anderson 
have added gold belts to their 
ensemble of Rolex watches, stretch limos, 
and beautiful women. No one could be 
happier about the Horsemen winning the 
titles, than two of their toughest 
adversaries, the Road Warriors. 

Devastating. Awesome. Powerful. 
These are but a few words used to describe 
the Road Warriors. Unfortunately, words 
do not make world champions. The 
Legion of Doom, led by Paul Ellering, are 
far and wide considered the greatest duo 
in the sport, yet they have only the Inter- 
national belts, not well respected or 
regarded. Although they were once AWA 
World Tag champs, this has little prestige 
now, due to the area's recent talent drop- 
off. For two years, the Warriors have 
waited for their shot. And waited. And 
waited. The championship and _ their 
destiny still eludes them. It is their 
DESTINY, because an NWA title would 
finally silence the critics, and satisfy the 
appetite of the Legion of Doom. 

“Stinking titles don't mean squat to us. 
But we're tired of those cruds telling 
everyone we've gone soft, we've lost our 
edge.” If you believe that crap, get in the 
ring, sucker.” Animal pounded the table 
in disgust. 

The Warriors’ title hopes have been 
halted by two obstacles, endless feuds and 
NWA politics. Once the Road Warriors 
accepted the cheers of the fans, their die 
was cast. The champion Rock and Roll 
Express were “off limits”. 

Paul Ellering says, “if everyone knows 
we are the best, and there is no doubt we 
ARE the best, how come we can't fight 
them? NWA politics.” 

During the time the Warriors first 
returned, they fought in limited shots 
against then-champs Midnight Express, 
managed by Jim Cornette. Cornette’s con- 
tinued interference cost Hawk and 
Animal the titles, and started a feud which 
would continue long after the Rock and 
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Roll Express had regained their titles. 
During this time, the Warriors waited 
patiently for their shot at the belts. That 
shot would never come, and the Rock and 


Roll Express lost the titles to the “R & 
R's,” Rick Rude and “Raging Bull” Manny 
Fernandez. During this time, the Legion 
of Doom would begin a feud with the 


Animal wants a piece of 
the Midnight Express 
as does fellow demolisher Hawk. 


Photos by Bill Otten 


Horsemen, resulting in few matches for 
the title. In the few shots they had, 
Manager Paul Jones’ interference cost 
them the belts. 

Says Hawk, “Ricky and Robert 
defended against all but the best—us! You 
ain't the stinking best until you beat the 
best—the Road Warriors! Then, Rude 
and Fernandez get by us because we had so 
many matches scheduled against the 
Horsemen.” 

The Rock and Roll Express would 
regain the belts, sending the disgusted 
Warriors off to Japan to defend their 
newly won International belts. During 
their most recent Japanese tour, the 
World Tag Title would change hands 
once again, this time into the hands of the 
Horsemen. 


Paul Ellering 1s ready to secure 
plenty of title shots for his men. 


There is a list of contenders for the 
NWA tag titles. The top contenders are 
foremost, the former champions, the 
Rock and Roll Express. Another con- 
tender are the Superpowers, Nikita 
Koloff and Dusty Rhodes. But with 
Rhodes chasing Luger's U.S. title, and 
Nikita wrapped up defending his TV title, 
the door is open for the Road Warriors to 
gain the belts they've been after for two 
years. 

While the Horsemen can not be con- 
sidered as destructive as the Warriors, 
they are a team who will not be easily 
knocked off their pedestal. Being close as 
Horsemen, their teamwork can not be 
questioned. Their weakness (and the 
Road Warriors will captialize on every 
weakness), is that they often get too cocky 
and overconfident during their matches. 
This could be their downfall. 

Unfortunately for the Legion of Doom, 
one of the Horsemen's best assets is that 
they are well “protected”. Should either of 
the grapplers get in trouble, Luger or Ric 
Flair will be close by, and won't hesitate to 
interfere. Blanchard and Anderson can 
afford to get disqualified; the Warriors 
need the pin or submission, the 


Animal presses Sweet Stan high over his head as if he weighed 
one hundred pounds. 


Horsemen don't. 

The Warriors have little if any weak- 
nesses. If they can keep the remaining 
Horsemen from interfering, the belts 
could be theirs. This is much easier said 
than done. “Believe me, I have something 
up my sleeve. We won't go into this 
match unprepared,” says Ellering. 

The bottom line is that the NWA 
NEEDS the Legion of Doom. The 
Warriors are a big attendance draw, and 
are vital to Jim Crockett and company. If 
they slip away, someone else will get their 
services. And if they don't win the titles, 
they WILL slip away. 

There are several places the Warriors 
may end up, should they leave the NWA. 
Obviously, their first choice has to be the 
WWF, and a big contract from Vince 
McMahon. But should the Warriors 
decide against the WWF circus, they 
might turn to the World Class area, or 
even a return to the AWA. But The 
Legion of Doom’s attention is only 


focused on the NWA titles at this 
moment, and little will distract them from 
their goal. 

"We are not interested in feuds, we 
aren't interested in Japan, and the 
Horsemen are ripe for the picking.” says 
Ellering. "If anyone, and I mean anyone 
gets in our way, they better have already 
written their wills.” 

The Road Warriors are determined. 
The only thing worse than a determined 
Road Warrior is an angry Road Warrior. 
It is only a matter of time before Hawk 
and Animal are determined AND angry. 
When that day comes, the Horsemen will 
need the extra interference. 

The Warriors have travelled full circle 
since returning to the NWA. Their 
destiny lies before them. Only a title will 
be testimony to their greatness. The 
NWA will have to fill a devastating, 
awesome, powerful, GIANT void should 
the Road Warriors fail in their quest for 
glory. @ 
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Beautiful and skillful 
Debbie Combs hails from 
Nashville, Tennessee. 


DARLIN’ DEBBIE COMBS: 
CAN SHE BREAK BACK 
INTO THE SPOTLIGHT? 


You have all heard of female wrestlers “Sensational” Sherri, The Fabulous Moolah and Misty Blue. But, 
have you heard of the female who is the “true” NWA Ladies Champion, a women who has defeated 


both Martel and Moolah in her career? Here is the story of Debbie Combs, NWA World Women's 


Champion and her struggle to achieve recognition in her profession. 


he has the features of 
a beauty queen. As a matter 
of fact, Debbie Combs is the 
only female wrestler to have 
participated in a large scale pageant (the 
Miss Tennessee competition). Don't let 
her good looks fool you. Just ask any of her 
opponents. Debbie, a Nashville native, 
has been for the past 13 years one of wres- 
tling’s shiniest stars and an outstanding 
athlete contributing to the almost 
unimaginable height of popularity that 
wrestling continues to experience. 
Behind every success story there is a 
dedicated person. To be one of the best in 
a chosen profession takes an almost 
undying conviction to one's goals, and 
attaining that goal and being able to sus- 
tain that level of competition and excel- 
lence, that is the true mark of being a 
future hall of famer. Perhaps one reason 
Debbie has an edge on her foes is that she 
grew up in a wrestling environment. 
Her mother, Cora Combs, a former 
Ladies United States Wrestling 
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By DON LAIBLE 


Champion and one of the mat game's 


leading female attractions in the 1950's 
and 1960's, had Debbie travelling, from 
the age of six months, on the road with 
her. Before the pros would entertain the 
fans for the evening, once the ring was set 
up, amateurs such as Debbie and a young 
friend of hers named Ricky Morton, 
would put on a show exchanging head 
locks and take downs before it was time to 
peddle pictures to the paying customers. 
Being a second generation grappler, by all 
accounts Debbie has faired admirably 
with all the media and fan comparisons to 
her famous mom. 

Two years ago, the Combs legacy added 
another prestigious title belt to their long 
list of accomplishments. In Honolulu, 
Hawaii, in a National Wrestling Alliance 
sanctioned match, Debbie Combs 
captured the organization’s Women's 
World Championship. Promoter Lia 
Miavia presented a ten women battle 


royal with the lone survivor declared the 
champ. 

A who's who in female wrestling 
accepted the match’s terms and con- 
ditions. Sherri Martel, Candi Divine, 
Princess Jasmine, Despina Montagas and 
Lady Satan all saw action in the dangerous 
free-for-all. When the final two com- 
batants, Debbie and Sherri, stood alone in 
the ring for ‘all the marbles’, the fans 
stood on their chairs, cheering uncon- 
trollably. When the twenty minute mark 
of the match elapsed, Combs, up against 
the ropes, ducked as Martel charged her 
causing Sherri to land outside the ring, As 
the last of the ten ladies left in the ring, by 
order of NWA President Bob Geigel at 
ringside, Debbie Combs was declared the 
winner of the match and crowned the new 
NWA Women’s Champion. 

It's been a turbulent tenure as champ. 
Jim Crockett Promotions, a leading 
member of the highly respected NWA, 
has ignored the Combs victory and has 
come up with their own version of 
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Steve Rickard and wrestler Mark Lewin. 


women's title claimant. Until the 
situation (a confusing one at that) can be 
worked out, Combs continues to accept 
matches with several different 
organizations. 

Although she found success in com- 
peting in the American Wrestling 
Association, Continental Championship 
Wrestling, Wild West Wrestling Pro- 
motions and with the International 


Cora Combs proudly displays her daughter Debbie and her title belt. 


Wrestling Federation, it wasn’t until her 
first stint with the World Wrestling 
Federation that Debbie obtained the 
publicity and attention befitting a wrestler 
of her ability. And did Combs arrive with 
a bang! In her first match, Debbie 
defeated The Fabulous Moolah in New 
York's Madison Square Garden. Since 
Combs battered and beat her legendary 
opponent to such an extreme, she was 


unable to beat the referee's count while 
laying semi-conscious outside the ring, 
the title didn’t change owners. Although 
Debbie didn’t get the victory by a pin, it 
was a personal triumph. 

Unquestionably, Combs is anxiously 
awaiting her next opportunity to meet 
‘Sensational’ Sherri in the ring. Now the 
WWF ladies title is up for grabs. When so 
much is at stake, the potential rewards 
bring out that extra edge in the chal- 
lenger. Two world titles held at the same 
time by one person is extremely rare, 
especially in such a competitive craft as 
wrestling. 

Big league, independent or upstart, 
however a promotion gets tagged is 
inconsequential to Combs. When her con- 
tracts permit, to stay in ring shape along 
with a love for her profession, Combs 
takes on all comers. With Liz Chase, who 
Debbie states as one of the best lady wres- 
tlers active today, Combs has travelled 
from Texas to New York, to Canada, 
Japan and Mexico, taking on international 
talent. The duo recently competed in 
Mexico City and came out on top in a 
match, before 30,000 paying customers, 
over world reknown stars Irma Gonzales 
and Sonya Sanchez. 

Always in demand by promoters, 
Combs now must find time in her hectic 
schedule for media requests. The 
nationally syndicated SALLY JESSY 
RAPHAEL talk show recently dedicated 
an entire hour of television time to 
women in wrestling and focused on 
Debbie's career. During a segment of the 
show's taping, the host put on a sweat suit 
and learned one on one, the hard way, 
what it was like to step into the ‘squared 
circle’ and exchange holds with a pro. The 
ESPN cable programmer has also focused 
in on the ring happenings of the ‘blonde 
bomber’ from the South. What brought 
Combs to their attention was when an 
affiliate passed along a tape of Combs 
wrestling a 600 Ib. black bear. 

Besides being in wrestling, Debbie is as 
much a fan as millions are of the sport. 
Each summer, as a matter of tradition and 
enjoyment, Debbie takes time out of her 
bookings to attend the Wrestling Fans 
International Association convention. At 
the Kansas City, Mo. convention site, 
Debbie was bestowed the honor of being 
selected the organization's “Female 
Wrestler of the Year” recipient. The fans 
have always been an important ingredient 
in Debbie's career. Their thoughts and 
suggestions continue to rank high on her 
priority list. 

Not very often does such a uniquely 
gifted athlete arrive to handle the rewards 
as self-assured as Debbie Combs has. 
With such a bright and promising future, 
the young veteran from Tennessee should 
be on top of her profession for a long time 
bringing enjoyment to millions of fans 
world wide. 
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INTO THE SPOTLIGHT 


FIND A MANAGER! 


By SIR JOHNATHAN BAINE 


MA 


AND 


Jim Powers and Paul Roma had been perennial WWF losers. But, a change has come over this duo. 
Previously, this popular duo was not a threat to win the tag titles, only to themselves. Now, with new 
dedication, Roma and Powers are on the road to championships, but, they need proper guidance, a 
manager who can take them to the top. 


hey started out as_ rookie 
sensations. Both men have well 
conditioned bodies, good wres- 
tling knowledge and the fire to 
make something out of their careers. 
Powers and Roma now call themselves 
the “Young Stallions” and the fans have 


Both Roma and Powers have gained a lot of experience by wrestling 


really taken a liking to them in the last few 
months. Plus, with their non-title victory 
over the WWF World Tag-team 
Champions, the Hart Foundation, they 
have stepped into their own little 
spotlight. 

But, with all their apparent future suc- 


the top names in the WWF. 
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cess,they're digging their own grave. With 
all the fan favorites in the WWE, the 
Young Stallions seem to have fallen into 
the background of the McMahon circus. 
“We're not gonna be stepped on any- 
more!” Powers said with enthusiasm, 
“The fans are one hundred percent 
behind us and we're not gonna disappoint 
them!”. True, they have the right attitude 
but they desperately need a manager. Not 
the overweight Lou Albano ripoff 
Humperdinck, but someone with the 
knowledge of the sport, like Jimmy Hart. 
Jimmy already has two of the Federation's 
three Champions under his guidance and 
is leading the race as “Manager of the 
Year” for the WME 1987 Awards. 

With Jimmy guiding their careers no 
championship belt is out of reach, he 
might even consider extending his 
dominance to the NWA. It’s not out of the 
question to have a manager working two 
separate organizations at the same time. 
Picture Hart with the WWF World 
Champion “Hart Foundation”, the WWF 
Inter-Continental Champion, Honky 
Tonk Man and NWA Worid Tag-Team 
Champions, the “Young Stallions”. True, 
it’s never been done before, but if one man 
in wrestling can pull it off, it would be the 
great Jimmy Hart. Managers aren't tied 
down with messy contracts like ring 
workers are, so don't be surprised to see 
my prediction unfold in the near future. 

Meanwhile, both Roma and Powers are 
gaining some much needed experience in 
the WWF. As the all wise Jesse Ventura 
stated on TV, “These boys impress me, 
and I don’t impress easy.”. ..same goes for 
Sir Johnathan Baine. @ 


Photos by Stephen Beyer 


Jim Powers has no respect for 
Jimmy Hart whatsoever. 
Having beaten the Hart Foundation 


in a non-title match has skyrocketed 
the two into title contention. 


OFFICIAL WRESTLING 
RATINGS 


oe eae 
= a) i ee = 
Ron Garvin pinned Ric Flair and garnered the World Heavyweight Championship. 


WRESTLING’S TOP TWENTY 


1. Hulk Hogan, WWF World Champion 11. Nikita Koloff, NWA TV Champion 

2. Ron Garvin, NWA World Champion 12. Terry Taylor, UWF TV Champion 

3. Lex Luger, NWA US Champion 13. One Man Gang, No. | contender WWF title 

4. Ric Flair, No. 1 contender NWA title 14. Dusty Rhodes, No. 1 contender US title 

5. Steve Williams, UWF World Champion 15. Ravishing Rick Rude, No. 2 contender WWF title 
6. Barry Windham Western States Champion 16. Sensational Sherri, WWF Womens Champion 

7. Honky Tonk Man, WWF Intercontinental 17. Bam Bam Bigelow, No. 2 contender WWF IC 

Champion title 

8. Randy Savage, No. 1 contender WWF IC title 18. Big Bubba, No. 1 contender UWF title 

9. Al Perez, World Class Champion 19. Ivan Koloff, No. 1 contender Western States title 
10. Curt Hennig, AWA World Champion 20. Andre the Giant, No 3 contender WWF title 

TAG TEAMS 


1. The Hart Foundation, WWF World Champions 

2. The Road Warriors, International Champions & No. 1 contenders NWA title 
3. Tully Blanchard and Arn Anderson, NWA World Champions 

4. Brad Armstrong and Tim Horner, UWF Champions 

5. The Rock n’ Roll Express, No. 2 contenders NWA title 

6. The Midnight Express, NWA US Champions 

7. Strike Force, No. 1 contenders WWF title 

8. The Dream Team, No. 2 contenders WWF title 

9. Tony Atlas and Sweet Brown Sugar, Texas Champions 
10. DJ Peterson and JT Southern No. | contenders AWA title 
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OFFICIAL WRESTLING 
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Hulk Hogan 
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Curt Hennig 


RATINGS 


World Champion: Hulk 
Hogan 
1. The Honky Tonk Man 
2. Randy Savage 
3. One Man Gang 
4. Ravishing Rick Rude 
5. Bam Bam Bigelow 
6. Andre the Giant 
7. Paul Orndorff 
8. Hercules Hernandez 
9. Rick Steamboat 
10. Jake Roberts 


NWA 
World Champion: Ron Garvin 
1. Lex Luger 

2. Ric Flair 

3. Dusty Rhodes 
4. Nikita Koloff 

5. Barry Windham 
6. Terry Taylor 

7. Eddie Gilbert 

8. Ivan Koloff 

9. Tully Blanchard 
10. Jimmy Garvin 


AWA 


World Champion: Curt 
Hennig 

1. Greg Gagne 

2. Larry Zbyszko . 

3. Adrian Adonis 

4. Kevin Kelly 

5. Jerry Lawler 

6. Tommy Rich 

7. DJ Peterson 

8.JT Southern 

9. Brickhouse Brown 
10. Ravishing Randy 


UWF 
World Champion: Steve 
Williams 
1. Barry Windham 
2. Big Bubba 
3. Terry Taylor 
4. Eddie Gilbert 
5. Dick Murdock 
6. Ivan Koloff 
7. Chris Adams 
8. Dusty Rhodes 
9. Sting 
10. Rick Steiner 


Steve Williams 


Kevin Von Erich 


y 


Lex Lugar 


1. Al Perez 

2. Ted Arcidi 

3. Kevin Von Erich 
4. Brian Adias 

5. Tony Atlas 

6. Bruiser Brody 

7. Shaun Simpson 
8. Steve Simpson 
9. Al Madril 
10. Matt Borne 


WOMEN 
1. Sensational Sherri 
2. Velvet Macintyre 
3. Nina 

4. Wendi Richter 
5. Debbie Combs 
6. Misty Blue Simms 
7. Queen Kong 
8. Fabulous Moolah 
9. Linda Dallas 

10. Malibu 


MOST HATED 
1. Ric Flair 
2. Honky Tonk Man 
3. Lex Luger 
4. Tully Blanchard 
5. Ted Dibiase 
6. Andre the Giant 
7. Arn Anderson 
8. Terry Taylor 
9. Nikolai Volkoff 
10. Abdullah the Butcher 


MOST POPULAR 


1. Hulk Hogan 

2. Randy Savage 

3. Dusty Rhodes 

4. Ricky Morton 

5. Robert Gibson 

6. Nikita Koloff 

7. Ron Garvin 

8. The Road Warriors 
9. Hercules Hernandez 
10. Barry Windham 
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EXCLUSIVE NO 
HOLDS BARRED 
INTERVIEW WITH 

DR. D DAVID 

SHULTZ (Part 3) 


hrough David Shultz's new 

role as a Pro Wrestling 

Private Instructor, he has 

garnered even more influence 
in the sport. In Part 2 of our 3-part pro- 
file, “Dr. D.” discussed topics as diverse 
as steroids and AIDS. He also supported 
his reasons for the necessities of drug 
testing in the sport. 

On April 16, 1987 I spent three hours 
at the Passariello Quest Gym in New 
Haven, Connecticut. One hour was 
spent on interview time, the rest in 
photography sessions and in-the-ring 
experiences. I want to state, at the outset 
of this final chapter, something about 
Dr. D., the man behind the image. 
Since, hopefully, you've read and shared 
the previous interviews, I wonder how 
many of you drew the same conclusions. 

It is rare to meet a professional athlete 
with as much character or integrity as 
“Dr. D.” David Shultz. He has had to 
put up with incredible odds in his 
career, including death threats to his 
family, to maintain a quality of excel- 
lence seldom witnessed in his chosen 
profession. David Shultz doesn’t know 
the meaning of the word “quit”. I’ve told 
him this and I'll share it with the readers. 
I believe this profile to be the most 
important I’ve ever done. Through his 
teaching, I firmly believe that he will 
remain the future of Professional 
Wrestling. 
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By JOEL EISENBERG 


The Doctor takes a break to read his 
favorite magazine Wrestling’s Main 
Event, 


April 16, 1987. Ic is 6:30 AM, Thursday 
morning. | had one hour to shower and 
eat a light breakfast before leaving the 
twilight calm of Brooklyn, New York for 
the sweat and stomping grounds of New 
Haven, Connecticut. We arrived at 518 
Boston Post Road, the Passariello Quest 
Gym, shortly after 9:30, to meet "Dr. D.” 
David Shultz. The time spent was to be 
divided wisely. My accompanying photo- 


grapher, Marc Kahn, would shoot pic- 
tures about the spaceous Institute while I 
would do a retrospective interview with 
"Dr. D.” for thirty minutes. Following 
this, I would get in the ring for forty-five 
minutes to aid my objectivity as a 
reporter, then I would conclude with a 
second interview. The day was just 
beginning. 

The first interview passed, and it was 
time for my first-ever, in-ring experience. 
I jumped upon the apron and into the 
squared circle, stretching briefly before 
my first test. I felt good, like a profes- 
sional. 1 had always kept myself in fair 
physical condition; I'd been a Shotokan 
Karateka for four years and an occasional 
weight-lifter. Surely this would aid me in 
my forthcoming trial. . . 

I was to be humbled. Humbled like I've 
never been before, nor would ever want to 
be again. Fours years of Karate for this? 
Somehow, all chat cffort, all those 
punches and kicks, kata (form) and 
kumite (sparring) drills seemed worthless 
to me. What was I doing here? 

Shultz said he would have me practice a 
typical first-day session, reserved for new 
students. The first exercise I'd done was 
simple, albeit a bit painful. I had to whip, 
then fall into and simultaneously rebound 
off the ropes, in all four ring corners. 
After five minutes of this my back was 
slightly burned, but it was no big deal. 
This was the simple stuff. The second 


Photos by Michael Lapore and John Barrett 


David psychs himself up in order to train his students. 


part, though, I'll never forget. 

Imagine being on the receiving end of a 
back bodydrop, or bodyslam. Now, con- 
sider practicing these falls by yourself. 
This second set of exercises consisted of 
jumping a few feet into the air, throwing 
my legs out in front of me, and landing 
flat on the mat, on my back. Now, the 
wrestling mat is not a trampoline. Con- 
trary to popular belief, a person will not 
bounce back up again. This hurts. After a 
series of maybe seven of these trials, I 
developed the biggest migraine I've had in 
some time, as my head snapped up and 
back from the mat after each fall. “Dr. D.” 
later explained that in his class, falling 
correctly is one of the more difficult tasks 
to master. It's not the back that aches so 
much, at least not immediately, but the 


head that snaps like a rubber band, if not 
tucked correctly. Two Excedrins are a 
common conclusion to any practice. 
The tests were over, now came my trial 
under fire, I over-heard some students 
whispering about my quickness, which 
eased the agony somewhat. David Shultz, 
changed into wrestling gear, and charged 
into the ring. “Let's see what you got. I 
promise, I won't hurt you.” Basically, I had 
to escape and sit out of a referee's position 
in which I was on the bottom. I thought 
Shultz was unrelenting; he consistently 
reversed my attempted escapes with ham- 
merlocks and flips. 1 was the one being 
flipped. At the end of the session I was 
pale as a sheet and a little nauseous. It 
didn’t ease the pain any, when the Doctor 
told me, “I was just playin’ with you. Now, 


can you imagine what it must be like to do 
this every day, three hours per, sometimes 
after travelling thousands of miles to get 
to an arena?” Yes, Dave, I think I can. 

The wife of Ken Passariello, former 
two-time light-weight Mr. America and 
Mr. Universe, Georgianna, owns and 
operates the Quest Gym, considered by 
many to be the finest and most modern 
facility of its type around. And, of course, 
their Pro Wrestling Instruction by David 
Shultz shares the same reputation. Here's 
what some future wrestling stars have to 
say about their training: 

—Vicegrip Johnson (Former All-State 
and All-American in high school. Played 
Football also for the University of 
Pittsburgh): “I dropped out of Football 
due to stress-related hypertension. | still 
wanted to compete in a tough sport so I 
practiced the martial arts for many years. 
But nothing compares to Wrestling. 
David, as a trainer, works you and he is 
tough. He lets nothing go by. You really 
do have to be a little touched to get in the 
ring. All your life, you're taught to walk, 
not to fall. The Quest Orange Gym is the 
Harvard of Pro Wrestling Instruction.” 

—The Twin Towers (David and Larry 
Sontag. Cumulative shot put, discus, and 
football experience): “Dave is a great 
teacher, and the hardest. We train with 
him 2-3 days a week and lift weights 2-3 
days a week, three hours a day. Though 
David's teaching, we will one day become 
World's Tag Team Champions.” 

—Dusty Schwarz (Six year Olympic 
lifter. Second in California State Cham- 
pionships. Represented US. in 1980 
Mexico Cup): “David is the best because 
he actually takes part; he gets in the ring 
with you and mixes it up. This is the best 
way to teach, and learn.” 

I woke up the morning after with a stiff 
neck, sore leg, arm and back and pained 
ankle. After fanatically watching Pro 
Wrestling on television for fifteen years, | 
thought I knew all I needed to know about 
the sport. These men take unbelievable 
amounts of punishment night after night, 
and come back for more. As for myself, I 
think I’m going to spend the rest of my 
wrestling career behind a typewriter. 

For further information on “Dr. D.” 
David Shultz's Pro Wrestling Instruction, 
send name, address, phone and age to: 

Dr. D. Pro Wrestling School 
P.O. Box 3965 
New Haven, CT 06525 


or 


Dr. D. David Shultz 
518 Boston Post Rd. 
Orange, CT 06477 
If you wish to call, ask directly for Dr. D. 
at: (203) 795-1001. 
This is a unique service to our readers. 
Only serious inquiries are welcome and 


remember, always ask directly for “Doctor 
D.” David Shultz. @ 
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ASK DR. D 


Q: How many times does a professional wrestler wrestle in a year? Debbie Barns, WI 
Wrestlers in one of the major Federations wrestle about 250 times a year. On the independent circuit 
150 to 200. 


Q: How old would a person need to be to start pro-wrestling training? John Wright, NY 
At least 18. 
Q: What's your favorite arena that you've had matches in? Tommy Virgil, VA 


Boston Mass. and Minneapolis/St. Paul. Both are great buildings, designed well so you can appreciate 
the spectators response. 


Q: Do you think that heavy weight training is a MUST to become a professional wrestler? 
Tammy Alington, NJ 
No, not if you're a big person to start out with. If you're small, yes, to add size and bulk. 


Q: Could you please list two of your favorite moves in pro-wrestling? Tony Concord, VA 
The Dr. D elbow smash from the second and third ropes and the reverse piledriver. 


: I know there are a lot of small independent promotions in the United States, Canada and the 
World. Do you think the competition in these Independent circuits are as rough as they are in the 
other Federations? Dennis P., TX 
Yes, and maybe rougher because we Independents are the ones who have a mind of our ownand don't 
need someone to tell us every career move. 


Q: Do you ever think there will ever be one World Champion? Richard Hartford, FL 
No. Because it would not be beneficial to the promoters. 


Q: I'm a girl, 16 years old and in Tenth grade. I'm very interested in becoming a professional 
wrestler. I’ve thought about quitting school and attending a wrestling school. 
What is your advice on this? Samantha Strangers, CA 
By all means DON'T quit school. Education is one of the most important things in your life. When 
you're 21 or 22 years old and out of college then if you still want to wrestle you can make that 
decision. Wrestling is a very rough life but not the only life, so be prepared for whatever life may 
bring you. 


Q: I'm interested in professional wrestling. I weigh 160 Ibs. and I’m 6’2”, a senior in High School. 
What would you suggest to gain weight and size as fast as possible? Don Mitchem, CAN 
The fastest way is dangerous. Instead work out in a gym on a good program, eat a lot of the right 
foods, get a lot of rest and add supplements to your diet. Your local gym owner will or should be able 
to advise you on a program and diet. If not, write: Passariello Quest Gym, 518 Boston Post Rd., 
Orange, CT 06477. 


~ Why is there not a union in professional wrestling like other professional sports have? 
Would you like to see wrestling under a union? Steve Quincy, MA 
1—There’s not a union because the wrestlers will not stick together on a subject, not even their 
chosen life profession. You have so many wrestlers wanting a top position and promoters will put a 
less experienced, or less expensive wrestler in that position if he wants to. I think that certain Federa- 
tions are already under rules, like a union but one that's good for the promoters only. 2—Yes, if the 
union was Governed by the wrestlers and not the promoters. Dr.D for president of course. 


54. WRESTLING'S MAIN EVENT 


Photo by John Barrett 


Photo by David Carlsen 


—— | 


Duggan gives the thumbs up to his fans. 


ike Von Erich. Gino 
Hernandez. All time best 
bets in professional wres- 
tling. All dead before 
theirThirtieth birthdays. Elvis Presley 
and John Beluchi, show business legends. 
Legends that lived only half-lives. 

‘Sugar Ray’ Richardson and Dwight 
Gooden. Survivors now paying their dues. 
‘Hacksaw’ Jim Duggan and Kosrow 
Vasiri “The Iron Shiek’. Survivors now 
getting away with murder. 

As everyone by now should know, 
‘Hacksaw’ Duggan and the Iron Shiek 
were involved in a mid-1987 drug-bust en 
route to a match in New Jersey. That 
evening's main event featured Shiek and 
then-partner Nikolai Volkoff, against the 
tandem of Duggan and Ken Patera. The 
America’s team won when Hacksaw 
clobbered the Shiek with a 2x4, then 
pinned him for the three-count. Earlier, 
Duggan was driving his "avowed 
nemesis” to the match when routinely 
pulled over by cops—upon investigation, 
the former UWF superstar allegedly was 
found to have been drinking (beer) and 
there were allegedly marijuana butts in 
the vehicle's ashtray. The Shiek, mean- 
while, had kept a shaving kit in the glove 
compartment. The search allegedly 
revealed a supply of cocaine. 

In response to perhaps the largest 
media blitz ever afforded the sport of pro 
wrestling, red-faced WWF officials sus- 
pended both men immediately and 
indefinitely. WWF broadcasts eliminated 
all verbal mention of their names, yet a 
very welcome series of Public Service 
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Announcements, with top stars of the 
promotion urging fans to “Say No To 
Drugs,” kept the circumstances and rami- 
fications alive. Today, hardly five months 
after the fact, both men have returned to 
active ring duties. Duggan, perhaps 
because his charges were less harsh (the 
cocaine was not judged to be his), is back 
in the WWF. Shiek is wrestling for World 
Class Promotions under manager Gary 
Hart. The largest and most influential of 
Federations no longer needs to worry. 
The Iron Shiek is history; good riddance. 

Amazingly though, ‘Hacksaw’ Jim 
Duggan is back on the World Wrestling 
Federation scene as if nothing had ever 
occurred, Wrestling’s Main Event (Hey 
Steve! Personalize it to my name if you 
want) has a few problems with this, and 
we have some questions for all our readers 
to consider: 


1) Hacksaw has resumed his feud with 
Nikolai Volkoff. We could not understand 
why he would ever drive across state lines 
with the Shiek, or even let him into his 
car, so how can anyone take this blood- 
lust” seriously? It's very hard to believe a 
word this man says. 


2) In Duggan’s absence, the afore 
mentioned Public Service Announce- 
ments cluttered WWF airwaves. At the 
time, these were very effecive tools, 
especially to those younger viewers. How- 
ever, the man comes back into our living 
rooms after suspension, and these 
segments all but disappear from the pro- 
grams. Regardless, they have become a 
hypocritical footnote for the history 


HACKSAW 


JIM DUGGAN 
IS BACK IN 
THE WWF! 


By JOEL EISENBERG 


books. What kind of message is this? Out 
of embarrassment, the WWE was forced 
to take a stand, Why couldn't they not con- 
tinue the practice and believe in it? 

3) It has been rumored that Vince 
McMahon is now ordering perioic man- 
datory drug tests for his wrestlers. This 
would definitely be a major step forward. 
Would these athletes be courageous 
enough to submit to this? 

Etc, etc, etc. and Duggan remains 
Duggan. He still expounds his superficial 
“Anti-Commie” All-American crap to 
“hated” Foreign opposition; a sure-fire 
way co re gain fan support, and he “talks” 
an excellent game. ‘Hacksaw’ Jim Duggan 
was, as "The Star” in the UWF over one 
year ago, judged by fans and peers alike as 
a tough, honest son-of-a-bitch whose fists 
did his speaking for him; he was, using a 
sexist remark to make a point, a working 
man's wrestler. In the WWF he has 
become a clown. Jim Duggan, we all know 
what happened, so why can't you drop the 
act and go public with it all, man? Answer 
some questions and become the true role 
model you claim to be. Hey man, a lot of 
people didn’t make it; you survived. 
Drinking and driving, pot in the 
ashtray...Hell, what else goes on behind 
closed doors? Apparently, you're only one 
of the many poor fools involved; a scape- 
goat to a problem that has enveloped all 
professional sports. Dwight Gooden 
stopped denying, he experienced even 
harder times and spoke out. At least he 
earned back a measure of respect. Until 
you do the same, you'll remain a 
disgrace. 


Ric and Garvin struggle to get 
the offensive, from the start of 
the match Ric paid close 
attention to where Garvin's 
lethal “Hands of Stone” were 
at all times. 


MATCH OF THE MONTH 
FLORIDA SUNDOME 


RIC FLAIR 
VS 
RON GARVIN 


5 all of you know by now, we have a 
New World Champion. Ron Garvin 
defeated Ric Flair in a steel cage match at the 
Joe Lous Arena. That match was a great 
match to be sure, but before the title change 
Garvin and Flair had many a match that shook 
the arenas. One match they had shook the roof 
off of the Florida Sundome, it was a grueling 
contest that left both men beaten and battered. 
In the end, Ric came through by a pull of the 
tights, little did he know that less than a week 
later the outcome would be quite different.= 


Garvin pounds away on Flair 
unmercifily. 


——— a 

Little did the Champ know that this 
was going to be one of his last title 
defenses against Garvin. Now he is 
the challenger. 


Photos by John Barrett and Mark Henn 
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stay out of h : 
now he’s warning everybody to 
make way as he once again climbs - 
the ladder to the title. 


tights. 


Flair narrowly escaped defeat this time around, he made 
sure to hold his gold close to his heart. 


x = . 
Ron gets ready to lay one on the Champ. 


Ric uses leverage in order to add power to his famous a 
Figure Four leglock. \~ ise 
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